
Dear Mr Richards 
 
        Please understand that we have had to ask help from a friend to contact you as we do not have 
the skills to do so . We are not computer literate and have no access to the internet. We do not have 
a landline.  
 
        My sister Heather and I inherited my families land down Featherbed lane Woodlane North 
Howden  on the B1228 along with the farmstead from our parents Evelyn and George Lightowler. 

located beyond our fields in Featherbed Lane. He continued to farm there and later moved to the 
Bricky

by some of the locals.  
 
We reside at the farmstead in separate accommodation.  
 
Address: 
 
Heather Shipley at No 2 Brickyard Cottages Woodlane, North Howden, East Yks 
DN14 7LB  
 
Brian Lightowler at No1 Brickyard Cottages Woodlane,  North Howden, East Yks. 
DN14 7LB 
 

rations in the last few years including a knee 
operation, two hernias and a serious burns accident.  This resulted is our land in the latter few years 
due to Dads death and my physical issues has not been worked as much.  
 
The land in the lane has been use
George our Dad . Our brother in law Michael worked the land for our Dad. We since have used it for 
hay, grazing etc as this involves lighter work for us. This should not be assumed that crops are never 
to be grown in it again!! We believe that this is what the ERCC are attempting to enforce. This is 
detrimental to our land value, our income, tenancy or a future sale.  
 
 
We now are VIRTUALLY LANDLOCKED from our land. We have always accessed it from Featherbed 
Lane. The council have now erected a LOCKED METAL BARRIER  denying access. It is our right to farm 
these fields. 3 fields having access to the lane. A gate from the first 6 acre, further down the lane a 9 
acre field and a 14 acre field. We have a right to access our land to maintain it and farm it in the WAY 
WE WISH and WHEN WE WISH. We have heirs , our own family members possibly future tenants or 
successors but due to this issue our land is devalued by lack of access.  It is our right to come and go 
as we wish.  How can our family ever work the land, undertake land maintenance, move stock and 
machinery???  
 
It is totally devastating for us. 
 
During the recent times Brian has been casually spoken to by  ERCC country access representatives. 
During the informal chats they always implicated they were doing right by him. He was trusting of 
the ERCC council and Drainage Board believing they would do right by him. He never dreamt it was 
to take his and his families rights to his land access and the way the land could be worked away from 
him and his family. They knew that Brian had land down the lane. He was never asked about other 



landowners. He was never asked about the adjacent landowner Mrs Bentley. It was common 
knowledge that Mr Goulden was the tenant to locals.  The tenancy was relinquished 2 years ago as 
he was aged and ill for the latter 2 years of the tenancy so little was done with the land. It should be 

r the years has 
been used for crops, grazing and hay!! The Robinson family from North Howden tenanting the 

access to and from the fields for movement of 
agricultural equipment and stock.  
 
In the letter from Marie Harrison to the Ward Councillor Charlie Bayram  (which can be observed on 
the internet ) it said adjacent land owners were contacted. Helen Bentley even on the land registry 
from 2013 was not contacted. It is obvious the investigation into the land ownership was not 
thoroughly undertaken!!! I could have informed them Heather my sister also co owns the land with 
me.  
 
We both have no problem with horse riders, ramblers etc and enjoy seeing people use the lane. We 
understand 4 by 4 off road vehicles were being used in the lane causing a considerable amount of 
ruts causing issues for walkers and lane land users and the off roaders needed stopping BUT NOT at 
our expense!!! 
 
Brian truly believed that we would still have access to our property and field access gates off 
Featherbed Lane with NO LIMITATION of access and farming use. The lane is being mowed on a 
regular basis at vast expense again mentioned in the correspondence to the Ward councillor. A 
tractor is used in the lane to mow.  The Drainage Board have a key to the metal gate and their 
machines have access as well as motor vehicles. We have land and are not allowed this facility which 
is unacceptable.  I in the same letter is referred to as a gentleman who requested a key but the ERCC 

often as we wish and to  be able to come and go as we wish. To get any access is practically 

Councillor Charlie Bayram which is on public view on the internet.  How can our land be farmed 
properly ever again if this is so!!!! These are not the reasonings of someone who understands 
agriculture, land maintenance, movement of stock and machinery. 
 
We cannot afford to pay huge legal fees. We find it difficult to argue our own case without help from 
someone with the correspondence We feel the ERCC Countryside reps. continued with the plans in 
2019 knowing they would have little response from this family due to our ignorance.  Brian did 

 to his families land asset. He 

access of his land at any time. He thought Heather and the family would come and go as they wished 
at any time to their land which is their right.  
 
Heather Shipley received no paperwork. 
Helen Bentley who has been on the land registry since her husbands death in 2013 received no 
paperwork.  
 
This whole process started following an application to regularise a public right of way over 
Featherbed Lane. Was the 2020 alteration of status ever intended to affect the adjoining landowners 
rights and use of their land?  The present incidental effect as interpreted by the ERCC Countryside 
access is to deny access to the landowner or any tenant in and off the lane to farm and maintain the 
land in the method and way they wish to and have always done. It has been the landowner and 
tenants right for generations to access their fields whenever they wished.  



Why are we as a family virtually locked out?  
 
We may have realised sooner our problems but due to Covid and isolation the issues have just come 

experienced problems.  We now realise we have the same predicament!! 
 
Please would it be  possible that there could be further discussion on this matter to help this 
situation please? We need someone to consider us as landowners and our point of view as this has 
financial implications for us.  
 
We also are 
erected at first by the Drainage Board did not cause these major issues!! Is this locked barrier 
legal???? The drain has been widened somewhat and has encroached on the lane width to some 
degree. 
We see a few hikers. Horse riders are rarely seen! 
 
We need to stress that we are really delighted with the condition of the lane and would not want to 
destroy it in any way. We would certainly respect this and access the fields when weather conditions 

all our lives.  
 
The crucial point is we need to access our fields at all times which has always been our right NOT 
only with lengthy communication. with ERCC when they see fit to allow it. 
 
Surely there is some mapping document of the Bishopsoil land enclosure that would assist us.  
 
Can we as a family or anyone representing us observe the maps please showing the Bishopsoil Land 
enclosure which we have been informed are at Beverley. ? 
 
Can the gating of the lane be discussed so our problems are put forward please and we can be 
present? We are hoping we have contacted the right person.  
 
It would be appreciated please if you will send any correspondence to each of our home addresses 
 
Thank you in anticipation 
Yours sincerely 
 
Brian Lightowler 
Heather Shipley 
 


