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• Extent to which local rights of way meet the present and future needs of the 
public; 

• Opportunities provided by local rights of way for exercise and other forms of open 
air recreation; 

• Accessibility of local rights of way to all members of the community, including 
those with visual impairment or mobility problems; and 

• Such other matters, as may be directed by the Secretary of State. 
�
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• Establish the shared aims and identify a definite link between the Rights of 
Way Improvement Plan and LTPs; 

• Ensure that rights of way are included in the LTP process and recognised as a 
key factor in the development of an integrated transport network; 

• Recognise the invaluable role rights of way can play in assisting LTPs in the 
delivery of the four transport shared priorities and wider quality of life issues; 
and 

• Strengthen and facilitate the long-term sustainability of rights of way. 
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• The opportunities that rights of way provide for exercise and recreation; 
• The role of rights of way, as part of the local transport network, in delivering 

the four shared priorities for transport; and 
• The contribution of rights of way in the achievement of the Council’s Shared 

Priorities and the Government’s Rural Strategy. 
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• Protect, improve and extend the rights of way network as an important means 
of access to the countryside for recreation and for health; 

• Enhance the opportunities for safe and sustainable travel for both recreation 
and access to schools, work and services; 

• Improve accessibility to rights of way for all members of our community and 
provide appropriate publicity; 

• Ensure that the condition of the rights of way network enhances the 
appearance and amenity of the natural and built environment and our local 
heritage; and 

• Ensure that the rights of way network contributes to the enhancement of 
economic opportunities. 
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• Improve links to school and places of work; 
• Improve routes to bus and train stations to encourage more people to use 

public transport; 
• Make appropriate routes suitable for commuter use by improving surfacing to 

enable ordinary shoes to be worn, removal of unnecessary obstructions and 
introduction of lighting; 

• Improve routes that can be used by cyclists and, where possible, create new 
routes; 

• Promote the use of Rights of Way as a viable alternative for short journeys. 
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• Provide clearer and more informative signing to indicate the destination and, 
where practicable, the distance involved; 

• Integrate improvements to the Rights of Way network as part of ‘Safer Routes 
to School’; 

• Provide lighting on appropriate paths, particularly in urban areas to reduce the 
fear of crime and anti-social behaviour; 

• Ensure that the Rights of Way network and public transport networks are 
integrated and not severed by difficult or dangerous road crossings; 

• Ensure that Rights of Way development and enhancement is fully integrated 
into rural and urban planning; and 

• Encourage developers, through the planning process, to facilitate 
improvements to existing routes and provide new routes. 
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• Improvements to road crossings where rights of way cross roads; 
• New paths to avoid busy roads or roads with limited or no pavements/verges; 
• Improvements to verges alongside roads that link adjacent footpaths or 

bridleways; 
• Pavement provision, or improvements to verges, where rights of way emerge 

onto roads with no or limited pavements; and 
• Removal of hazards for walkers, cyclists and horse riders. 
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