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of commercial activity, along with the medieval North Bar,

1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This Investment Development Strategy has been produced

underline the important role the town has played as an
economic hub through the centuries.
1.5

The skyline of the town is dominated by the outstanding

by GVA Grimley Ltd, supported by Planit-ie and Pan Leisure

silhouette of the Minster, which since its conception in 1220

Consulting on behalf of Beverley Town Council, Molescroft

has acted as a magnet for visitors drawn by its rich history

& Woodmansey Parish Council and East Riding of

and beauty. The town also includes a number of other

Yorkshire Council.

visitor attractions, both old and new, including; St Mary’s
Church, ancient alms houses, the Guildhall, the Friary, the

Introducing Beverley

Treasure House and the Beverley Beck which contribute to
the essence of the town today.

1.2

In order to understand Beverley it is important to understand
its historical evolution. Walking through Beverley the

1.6

Indeed the towns urban fabric - the attractive Georgian

physical fabric of the town represents a true living history

terraces, the winding streets, changing roof lines and open

which presents a unique setting for the residents of the town

and narrow spaces which surprise the urban explorer at

and its visitors.

every term, add to the town’s charm and continue to delight
residents and visitors alike.

1.3

Beverley traces its origins as a significant settlement back to
718AD when John, the Bishop of York, moved to Beverley

1.7

Today the town is the County town of the East Riding and

on his retirement and created a place in history as a

home to an estimated 30,200 people1. Its residents are

consequence of his miracles and subsequent canonisation

proud of its historical heritage and the services and facilities

which triggered the town’s profile as a ‘place of pilgrimage

which meet their everyday needs.

and sanctuary’.
1.4

At the heart of the town sits the historical town centre and its
Saturday and Wednesday market places. These focal points
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1

Source: ONS mid-year population estimate estimates population for the
built-up area of 30,128
1
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1.8

In geographical terms Beverley is strategically located
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1.11

The Plan is therefore intended to ensure that Beverley will

alongside the River Hull and lies approximately 10 miles

continue to work towards meeting the aspiration set within

north of Kingston-upon-Hull, providing a legacy of ports-

the ‘Our East Riding’ - East Riding Community Plan 2006-

related manufacturing and strong supply chain linkages with

2016 (2008 Update). With the primary aim of the Plan to:

the city. The Town is surrounded by three large areas of
“sustain and create thriving, vibrant and sustainable

common pasture, creating almost 1,200 acres of common

communities in which everyone can enjoy a high quality of

land known as Westwood, Swinemoor and Figham. The

life”

Westwood incorporates the renowned Beverley Race
course, a unique facility in the area.
1.9

1.12

The Town Plan is intended to help inform the development
of statutory planning policy within the East Riding, but is

Its location, heritage and reputation mean that the town

itself not a statutory plan document. The Council is currently

attracts almost 1.5 million day visitors a year and a just over

in the process of developing the Core Strategy for the

half a million staying visitors (figure relates to number of

authority which will form part of the statutory Local

nights spent in Beverley) 2. This represents an important

Development Framework. The Core Strategy will include

source of income for the town and its businesses.

policies that prescribe parameters for the future
development of Beverley in order to enable its growth and

Beverley Town Plan

change in a sustainable manner.
1.10

The Town Plan is an important resource in prioritising
investment and securing public and private sector support
for one of the Principal Towns in the East Riding. Its overall
aim is to provide a framework which will ensure the long
term economic health and prosperity of the town.

1.13

Primarily the Town Plan focuses on the town centre and
Beverley’s eastern industrial areas. The Plan however sets
these areas within the wider context of the urban settlement.
The study area and the key areas of focus are illustrated on
the following plan:

2

Note: Figure recorded in 2004 (Beverley Report 2005, VHEY)
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Figure 1: Beverley Town Plan Study Boundary
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A detailed review of the town and its environs has been

detailed survey where over 90% of respondents

undertaken, bringing together a large volume of work which

thought that maintaining Beverley’s heritage, preserving

has been undertaken over recent years. This review has

views in the town and ensuring development is ‘in

included an assessment of the physical and socio-economic

keeping’ were very important;

strengths and weaknesses of the town. The conclusions of

•

this work have been tested and agreed through a series of

Congestion was identified as a key issue facing the
town, with high levels of traffic inhibiting the visitor and

consultations which has included a presentation to East

shoppers experience of the town centre;

Riding of Yorkshire Council Corporate Management Team
•

and a report to Cabinet. The findings of this review are

Many Beverley residents were concerned with the need

integrated within this document and the full report is

to tackle anti-social behaviour. Residents felt that the

available as an accompanying document3.

current entertainment and leisure offer could be
improved to better cater for all age groups;

1.15

The Town Plan has also been informed by the results of the

•

consultation process undertaken in 20084. A number of

important to many residents, with the need for more

strong themes and issues emerged from this consultation,

events, better hotel and conference facilities and

with a selection presented below:
•

Improving the towns cultural offer was identified as

stronger marketing of the town all identified as
important areas to address; and

74% of respondents to the household survey said that
•

the Historic character of Beverley was the most

The detailed survey revealed a consensus around the

important aspect of the town’s natural heritage and

importance of providing local employment

urban design. This was reinforced by the results of the

opportunities. This included the identification of
additional land for employment uses.

3

Beverley Town Plan: Conclusions and Recommendations Report – June
2009, GVA Grimley Ltd, Planit-ie and Pan Leisure Consulting
4
Note: In 2008 a household survey was distributed to all households in the
town, receiving more than 1,000 responses. A more detailed survey was
also sent to a range of stakeholders, groups and individuals, with 122
people completing and returning this survey.
January 2010

1.16

The Council and its Partners will maintain this strong
commitment to consultation throughout the future delivery of
the Town Plan.

4
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Figure 2: The Beverley Town Plan: Suite of Documents

The Town Plan: A Framework
1.17

The Town Plan is in essence a suite of documents which
collectively represent a clear spatial and thematic Plan for
the Town. This Investment Development Strategy is the
Spatial Plan

‘umbrella’ document for the Plan and is accompanied by the
following detailed documents:
•

A Visitor Economy Development and Management
Plan – Focussed Plan articulating how the ‘visitor’
targeted projects within the Action Plan will collectively
deliver against the wider Vision and Objectives now
Public Realm
Design Code

and in the future;
•

Investment
and
Development
Strategy

Visitor
Economy
Development
and
Management
Plan

Site / Project Design Guides – A suite of Design
Guides for a number of areas identified for physical
change within this Investment Development Strategy;
and

•

A Public Realm Design Code – Setting out design
Design
Guides

principles for the public realm within the town centre,
including a focus on those public spaces and corridors
prioritised within this Investment Development Strategy.
1.19
1.18

The Strategy includes an Action Plan detailing the projects

As the ‘umbrella’ document this Investment Development

which will help to deliver the Vision and the Spatial

Strategy presents a Spatial Framework for the Town Plan

Framework. This document is therefore structured as

area responding to an identified Vision for the town’s future.

follows:

January 2010
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Section 2: The Town Plan Vision and Objectives

Part A: Introducing the Projects
•

Section 3: The Spatial Framework

•

Section 4: Beverley First Impressions

•

Section 5: Beverley for Business

•

Section 6: Beverley Retail Destination

•

Section 7: Visit Beverley

Part B: The Action Plan – Delivery: Roles and
Responsibilities
•

Section 8: Delivering the Town Plan

•

Section 9: Project Acton Plan

January 2010
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enthusiasm of those who live and / or work within the town

2.

but also those who visit the town and use the facilities and

THE TOWN PLAN VISION AND
OBJECTIVES

services it offers.
2.5

The ‘Our East Riding’ – East Riding Community Plan 2006 –
2016 (2008 Update) sets an ambitious Vision for Beverley:

2.1

The Investment and Development Strategy for Beverley
Town Centre is underpinned by a Vision and a series of
objectives.

2.2

The Strategy incorporates an Action Plan of projects, both

“By 2016 Beverley will be one of the
region’s premier historic market towns, it
will be thriving and prosperous, providing

capital and revenue. These projects will deliver the
investment required for Beverley to realise this Vision and to

visitors with a unique heritage tourism offer

continue to develop as a vibrant, thriving and bustling town.

including the Minster, historic markets and

Vision

buildings. The town will offer high quality
retail, leisure, community facilities,

2.3

Through the development of this Strategy and the
consultation with stakeholders and residents it is clear that

recreational and open space. Employment

Beverley has many assets and features to be proud of. It is

opportunities in the town will be boosted

therefore vital that these positives continue to be built upon

through new, high value, knowledge based

and recognised, but also that they are sustained in the
future and further improved to enable them to realise their
full potential.
2.4

The ambitions of local residents and businesses are clear
and the Beverley Town Plan Vision captures the energy and

January 2010

businesses that will be operating in the
area. The town will be served by new park
and ride facilities linked to an improved
road network.”
7
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2.6

This Strategy and the incorporated Action Plan are therefore
aligned with this Vision and the Objectives set out below.

Investment Development Strategy

4. Beverley’s Cultural Offer represents a key asset in
attracting visitors and creating a vibrant place in which
to live. This is represented both in the quality and

Key Objectives

number of venues in the town but also the breadth and
diversity within its event calendar;

2.7

In order to successfully deliver against the Vision a number
of defined objectives have been established and are
presented below:

5. The profile of the town is raised and over-time matches
that of other Yorkshire destinations such as Harrogate
or Whitby;

1. The town centre will include a stronger and more

through the provision of strong ‘Gateway’ entrances to

towards ensuring that Beverley continues to be a

Beverley and the Town Centre. These gateways

thriving and bustling shopping centre and reduce the

announce the retail and visitor offer which the town has

shopping leakage to other competing centres;

for visitors, residents and potential investors;

2. The retail offer within Beverley Town Centre continues

7. The town’s retail, visitor and commercial offer is

to be underpinned by a strong representation of

enhanced by a high quality and distinct visual

independent traders in the town. Every opportunity will

appearance of the town centre and surrounds. This will

be taken to support existing independent retailers and

include the public realm and the visual contribution of

build the town’s reputation to attract new businesses;

new developments;

3. Beverley’s Visitor Economy is recognised as a core

January 2010

6. The entry experience to Beverley is clearly defined

diverse retail and leisure offer. This will contribute

8. Beverley works to retain its diverse mix of

driver of the town. The potential of its existing assets,

manufacturing, service and public sector employers,

including the Racecourse and the Minster, are realised

whilst also continuing to increase the number of people

and other new opportunities are explored to further

employed within the town. This is realised through the

enhance the offer;

creation of new employment opportunities both within

8
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•

the centre and within the surrounding employment
areas, including Grovehill; and

Visitor Economy within Beverley and enhancing the
overall visitor experience

9. Beverley has a high quality transport infrastructure
which encourages sustainable transport both to and
from the town but also within the town.
2.8

These objectives are intended to form a framework against

Visit Beverley – Projects targeted at developing the

2.10

The Action Plan in Section 9 summarises the projects and
provides an important tool in recording and monitoring the
success of projects

which the individual projects within this Investment Strategy
contribute.
2.9

The following sections set out the projects which collectively
will deliver against the Vision and Objectives. As the
Investment Strategy evolves in the future projects can be
further refined and new projects introduced under the
following themes:
•

Beverley First Impressions – Projects focussed on
improving the gateway impressions of the town and the
public realm throughout the centre;

•

Beverley for Business – Projects aimed at the creation
of new employment opportunities in particular relating
to improving and developing the commercial property
portfolio of the town; and

•

Beverley Retail Destination – Projects aimed at
improving Beverley’s retail / town centre and leisure
offer;

January 2010
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Part A: Introducing the Town Plan Projects
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development, new leisure facilities including a cinema

3.

and hotel and high quality office space.

SPATIAL FRAMEWORK

Flemingate Development
3.1

This Investment Strategy is based on a series of Projects

Planning permission was granted, subject to conditions, in
September 2009 for the Flemingate development. The
permission includes for the following quantums of development:

which collectively form an Action Plan for realising the
Vision and Objectives set for Beverley.
3.2

•
•
•
•

In order to provide a spatial context for interventions and
investment the spatial plans over the page identify the core
areas of focus for physical intervention and change.

3.3

Collectively these contribute towards setting the Spatial

•

Framework for the Town Plan.

•
•
•
•

The following four sections provide further detail of each of
these physical projects alongside the complementary

12,230 sq.m gross retail floor area (Use Class A1)
4,380 sq.m gross office floor area (Use Class B1)
9,950 sq.m gross college floorspace (Use Class D1)
2,185 sq.m gross food and drink floorspace (Use Classes
A3, A4 and A5)
13,312 sq.m gross residential development (Use Class
C3) or up to 165 dwellings
5,720 sq.m gross hotel floor area (Use Class C1)
2,280 sq.m gross cinema floor area (Use Class D2)
375 sq.m social and recreational centre (Use Class D2)
440 sq.m public hall (Use Class D1)

revenue projects which make up the Project Action Plan.
3.4

The Plan highlights a number of Projects which this Town
Plan assumes are already set to progress and are therefore
not included specifically in the Project Action Plan. These
Projects are:

•

The Beverley Southern Relief Road and Park and
Ride – This is an important scheme within the Beverley
Integrated Transport Plan and is intended to have a
fundamental effect on the existing vehicular movement
through the town. The volume of traffic passing through

•

January 2010

The Flemingate development – A proposed re-

the centre of the town is likely to be significantly

development of this site on the edge of the town centre.

reduced, therefore mitigating existing issues of

The development is intended to incorporate a mix of

congestion at peak times. In addition the Park and Ride

uses including retail floorspace, residential

element of the proposal is anticipated to reduce the

11

Beverley Town Plan

Investment Development Strategy

already been confirmed and funding identified, and

high level of demand for long stay car parks spaces in
5

the town .
•

assumed to not require significant levels of funding.
These projects also reflect stakeholders’ views

The New Beverley Community Hospital –

regarding those projects which need to be prioritised

Development of a new hospital facility by NHS East

and therefore delivered swiftly.

Riding of Yorkshire, the County’s primary care trust. In
September 2009 the 30-bed hospital was given

•

approval by the East Riding Councillors. The hospital

from three to five years hence but may not be realised

will be built on a 10 acre Greenfield site on Swinemoor

until beyond this period. These projects include a

Lane and could be open to serve patients as early as

number of physical interventions based projects which

Autumn 2011.

will require further feasibility testing and / or private
developer or landowner input. A number of the projects

Phasing of Projects
3.5

Medium term – Projects may be able to be delivered

also require the implementation of linked short-term

Within the Strategy the projects have been phased into a

projects and are therefore automatically phased later in

chronology, defined by the simple categories of short,

the programme.

medium and long-term. The rationale behind the broad

•

Long-term – Projects are unlikely to be delivered in the

classifications are shown below and are used to allocate

next eight years and in reality are likely to not have

projects in the proceeding section:

progressed beyond feasibility testing during this period.

•

Projects are on the whole focussed on significant
Short term – Projects are anticipated to be able to be
delivered in the next five years. On the whole these
projects are non physical in nature, unless plans have

5

Note: Data supplied by ERYC suggests that current demand for long stay
spaces in the town (632 spaces) is very high. The number of long stay
permit holders, approximately 400, clearly impacts on this demand and if
holders were compelled to use the proposed park and ride facility the town
would have a significant over supply of provision.
January 2010

physical interventions which will require a commitment
to a dialogue with private sector partners, including
landowners, and/or are likely to require significant
funding contributions of which an existing source has
not been identified. A number of these projects also
represent the finalisation of a process set in place

12
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through short and medium term linked projects and are

to ascertain the most appropriate model for effectively

therefore included at the end of the programme.

managing traffic flow in and around the town. This will need

The Investment and Development Strategy is intended to be
a dynamic and living document and as new projects emerge

to be prioritised by the Council to enable projects to be
refined and progressed.

and existing projects are redefined this phasing programme
should be updated. The identification of an appropriate
source of funding or interest from private sector investors
could result in projects coming forward in advance of their
current phasing, this should be encouraged to accelerate
the delivery of the Vision but also needs to be considered
alongside the impact this will have on the overall
programme of interventions.
3.7

The Strategy and the Action Plan have been subject to a six
week consultation between October 2009 and December
2009. The Council and Partners are committed to a process
of future engagement. As the Strategy is delivered further
consultations will be undertaken on individual sites and
schemes as they progress.

3.8

A number of the schemes promoted through the Strategy
incorporate suggestions regarding the re-alignment of traffic
movement through the centre of Beverley. These projects
should be read in conjunction with the Public Realm Design
Code. Detailed traffic movement analysis will need to be
undertaken for individual sites and across Beverley in order

January 2010
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Figure 2: The Spatial Plan for Beverley
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Figure 3: Spatial Plan Town Centre Inset

January 2010

15

Beverley Town Plan

Investment Development Strategy

•

4.

Saturday Market which while functionally surfaced
to allow car movements does not present an

THEME: BEVERLEY FIRST

attractive environment for pedestrians.

IMPRESSIONS

•

Beverley Train Station. This important gateway
entrance point to the town is currently dominated

4.1

Beverley currently contains a wealth of historically attractive

by the expansive car parks which surround the

buildings in a pleasant environmental setting. However, the

station. The current walking route from the station

overall experience of Beverley doesn’t perhaps capture the

to the town is characterised by the crossing of busy

potential of these assets sufficiently, with a number of key

traffic routes and a poor sense of arrival to the

physical and infrastructural elements diverting attention and

retail area of the centre.

presenting a poor initial impression of the town and its

•

Visitor and Retail offer.
4.2

The Minister represents a key landmark within the
town, however, the space surrounding the Minister

In particular the following elements have been identified as

doesn’t enhance this asset or indeed represent a

requiring specific attention:

vibrant and well-used destination; and

•

•
The key gateway entrances to the town do not currently

Lock are currently undermined by poor quality public

provide a sufficiently strong sense of arrival to Beverley

realm which discourages rather than encourages use

as a destination. These Gateway points include:
•

Norwood Road

•

New Walkergate

•

Beverley Train Station

The potential of both the Beverley Beck Waterside and

by residents and visitors.
4.3

A number of these issues clearly represent problems which
will require long-term solutions and physical change,
however, it is also clear that short-term relatively simple
interventions could work to address these current

•

Parts of the centre which should represent strong

weaknesses.

environments for pedestrians are currently dominated
by the car. Examples include:
January 2010
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The projects within this section should be considered
alongside the Public Realm Design Code which has been
prepared for the town centre and accompanies this
Investment Strategy.

Project 1.1: Saturday Market & Butterdings (Short
term)
4.5

The Saturday Market represents a key part of the retail offer
within the town and is considered by residents and
businesses alike as a valuable asset.

4.6

Current demand for the market is considered to be strong
•

with the market on a Saturday including 119 stalls, with 92

4.7

In order to mitigate the impact of the car on the market

of these taken on a permanent basis. However, there are

place a proposed minor reduction in car parking is

opportunities to improve the facilities further to ensure that

recommended around the Market Cross area. This will

the market space continues to be a focal point of the town

need to be considered in the overall strategy for car

all week round and contributes to creating a vibrant and

parking by East Riding Council but will create additional

buoyant shopping atmosphere on market days.

space to encourage movement within the market6.

A number of key public realm improvements are
recommended as part of the project. Collectively the
implementation of these improvements will improve the
visual appearance of the market and trading conditions for
businesses in the town centre.

January 2010

6

Note: Data supplied by ERYC identifies that Beverley’s three short stay
car parks and the three medium stay car parks operate well under capacity
Monday – Friday. On Saturdays the medium stay car parks operate at or
above capacity and the short stay car parks also operate at near capacity.
This reflects the unavailability of spaces on the Saturday market. Overall
the data suggests that the reduction of spaces on the Saturday market will
not have an adverse impact on overall capacity through the week, however,
this will need to be balanced in the medium-longer term with the plans for
the re-balancing of provision on other car parks across the town.
17
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4.8

The Public Realm Design Code promotes further details
regarding these interventions.

Butterdings area should be upgraded. This could
include a range of hard-wearing materials to create a
higher quality environment raising perceptions of the
market as a whole.

4.9

In order to illustrate the potential of the project best practice
images are shown of other urban spaces to stimulate ideas
for potential change within the space.

•

Whilst the existing street furniture within the market is
operational and functional investment in higher quality
and bespoke street furniture could be used to define
a distinct character for the market area.

•

In order to enhance the overall experience of the area
and the retail ‘experience’ it is proposed that a number
of small areas able to be used by performance artists
are created. These will not require significant structures
but be identifiable as landmarks and features within the
market space. Supporting infrastructure, including for
example electrical supply to support lighting and sound

Caernarfon Market
Square, UK

systems, will need to be incorporated within the
redesign of the space.
•

Potential changes to the vehicular movement
framework could be considered including an exit from
Saturday Market onto Hengate via Ladygate. In
addition, the potential for making Sow Hill Road two
way should also be considered.

January 2010
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Town Square, Innsbruck

4.10

In terms of the quality of the space, the paving, street
furniture and lighting the following best practice images are
intended to illustrate the level of aspiration envisaged:

High Quality Paving –
Creating Shared Spaces
Project 1.2: “Minster Gardens” (Medium term)
4.11

The Minster represents the heritage ‘jewel in the crown’ for
Beverley. Whilst visitor numbers are still high they have
fallen from 70,000 to just 59,000 in 2008, a trend which

High Quality Street Furniture

does not reflect the experience of other heritage and church
tourist attractions nationally.

January 2010
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In order to expand the appeal and the longevity of visits to
the Minster a number of opportunities exist. Discussions
with representatives of the Minster have identified the
aspiration to bring forward a number of projects, including:
•

Development of a visitor and education facility and
refectory able to accommodate approximately 60
visitors; and

•

Introduction of IT facilities within the Minster for young
people. This would reinforce the role of the Minster as
an educational facility and encourage school and family

Exeter Cathedral Green

visits linked to the above project;
4.13

The use of the surrounding open space, particularly to the
west, forms the core of this project and is intended to
complement the intervention noted above.

4.14

Additional public realm improvements should be
encouraged including the creation of formal picnicking
space in the existing open spaces and the exploration of the
potential to create a strong entrance to the grounds and the
Minster through the gardens from the northern frontage.
This could include the introduction of a coach drop-off point
to improve access to the Minster for visitors with
accessibility issues (link to Project 7.1). Representatives
from the Minster will need to be engaged to assess the
potential to deliver this project and the timescales involved.

January 2010
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Consideration should be given to the future use of land
facing the southern frontage. The site is thought to be

Durham Cathedral and Green

currently subject to a covenant to restrict use and future
development and contains underground structures of an
archaeological interest. However the site is currently
overgrown and represents an important part of under-used
green space with key views of the Minster. The potential to
open up the site should be explored, with kissing gates
already in place, alongside the introduction of
sympathetically placed picnicking facilities and benches etc
4.16

It is recognised than an early stage, in order to advance this
project, that an extended urban design analysis is
undertaken of this area and its immediate spatial context.
This project should be considered alongside Projects 4.4
and 4.5.

January 2010
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opportunity to introduce a revised movement framework

Project 1.3: Key Vistas (Short term)

within the town centre that improves the flow of traffic within
4.17

The built form of Beverley is an important asset in terms of

this key part of the centre.

the first impression it makes on visitors and residents alike.
This project focuses on improving, through minor

4.20

Minor traffic flow adjustments are proposed to alleviate
congestion and create an improved shared space for cars

interventions, a number of key vistas.

and pedestrians. The intention would be to improve the
4.18

In particular improvements, mainly focussing on tackling

legibility of vehicular access and arrival into this important

overgrown landscaping, are recommended to enhance

commercial and historical space.

views of Beverley Minster and St. Mary’s Churches from key
routes into Beverley. The following interventions are
therefore proposed:

4.21

In order to realise this aim modifications would need to be
made to the existing road layout. The implementation of
these changes would result in a number of benefits to the

•

•

End of Norwood approach into Beverley – Cropping /

town centre and to those visitors or residents both travelling

thinning of large tree which obscures the view of St.

through the town and using its facilities. These benefits

Mary’s Church;

include:

Thinning of planting on the roundabout at junction of

•

Victoria Road and Queensgate to improve the view of
the Minster entering Beverley from the South (A164)

The encouragement of higher levels of passing trade
for the businesses along the North Bar. The current
under performance of this part of town in retailing terms

Project 1.4: North Bar Traffic Flow Adjustments

has been registered through the health check of the

(Medium term)

town, and coupled with other projects this would help to
sustain businesses in this area. This would also also

4.19

The development of the Beverley Southern Relief Road

potentially continue to encourage a clustering of

(BSRR) will result in a reduction in the amount of traffic

restaurant and entertainment / leisure uses in this part

travelling through the town centre. This represents an

of the centre;

January 2010
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Improve the ability of motorists from the North to

Project 1.5: Beverley Beck Waterside and Lock

access the Saturday Market and make use of North Bar

(Long term)

car parking facilities; and
•

Reduce the overall level of traffic on Wylies Road / New

4.23

Beverley Beck is the short canal that runs from Grovehill
Lock on the River Hull for about 0.5 miles (0.8 km) into the

Walkergate and reducing the impact of the car and

town of Beverley, stopping about a 10 minute walk from the

mitigating congestion issues.

town centre. Both the Beck and the River ought to be
4.22

The highways department within East Riding Council will

significant assets for Beverley, but currently in practice they

need to scope out a potential new road layout to assess

are less well used than they should be. Whilst it is

viability and confirm the scale of the benefits which would

recognised that there are a number of constraints to

be achieved. A transport impact assessment would need to

increasing the use of the Beck for boats, including

be undertaken prior to the project being implemented.

navigation issues and the distance from the rest of the
waterways network, in the longer-term increasing activity
levels on and around this space is considered to represent
an important element of the overall Town Plan.
4.24

This project focuses on the public realm of both the
waterside and the lock and the potential to improve visiting
boat facilities at the head of the Beck.

4.25

Whilst there has been some investment in the public realm
on the Beck the overall quality is poor and the closest part
of the Beck to the town centre feels traffic dominated rather
than an attractive waterside arrival point. A range of public
realm improvements are therefore proposed along this
stretch of the Beck.
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4.29

A key element of attracting greater numbers of visiting boats

Beck could include the replacement of old tourism signs

will be the creation of a ‘destination’ feel at this end point of

currently located at the lock gates. This would serve to

the Beck. In part this will be encouraged through the

enliven the public realm and create a greater sense of the

investment in the lock but it should also be accompanied by

Beck as a visitor location.

the delivery of additional visitor and resident mooring
spaces and improved facilities.

4.27

In order to Improve the Lock itself a project is recommended
which looks at creating an attractive public space including

4.30

In support of the aim of attracting more visiting boats

picnic tables and improved planting. This would complement

permanent moorings would be limited to certain parts of the

the plans already being considered to install interpretative

Beck in order to ensure that there exists sufficient capacity

boards linking to the historical role of the Lock itself and the

for visiting boats. Achieving the correct balance of provision

boats which moor there. This would assist in ensuring that

will require a further detailed assessment of the overall

this space presents a strong impression of the town whilst

mooring capacity.

also promoting the history of the location and signposting
additional people to the historic barge ‘Syntan’ which is
moored at the beck and owned by the Beverley Barge
Preservation society.
4.28

Whilst the Beck is home to a number of leisure boats the
intention is in the future to attract a greater number of
visiting boats.
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4.33

In particular, looking first at road and pedestrian routes, key
gateways from the Northeast (where Norwood Road –
A1035 meets New Walkergate) and from the North (where
North Bar Without – A 164 meets North Bar Within) can be
identified as priorities for improvement based on their
current quality. These gateways represent important visitor
arrival points and currently do not present a sufficiently high
quality reflection of the offer of the town.

4.34

In terms of public transport arrival points the railway station
sits at the heart of the network. The immediate views and

Potential Waterside
Improvements (example)

quality of the space presented to residents and visitors
entering the town do not ‘sell’ the assets of the town or
present a clear signposting to the centre, Minster or other
attractions.

Project 1.6: Gateway improvements (Short/Medium term)
4.31

Gateways are an opportunity for towns to make an

4.35

these issues and ensuring that visitors and residents

important first impression for potential new residents, casual

approaching the town centre from any direction are

visitors and tourists. Beverley’s current main gateways are

presented with a strong sense of ‘arrival’ which reflects the

at the points where the major strategic roads adjoin the

offer which awaits them.

town, the points where these strategic routes abut the town
centre and those areas where public transport users alight.
4.32

Project 1.6a: Improvements to road layout and signage at
North Bar (Medium term)

These gateways provide a mix of first impression
experiences, some of which are very positive and others
where the full potential is not realised.

January 2010
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The road layout around North Bar could be improved to
benefit the pedestrian environment. The area contains a
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number of bars and restaurants. Improvement to Saturday

Project 1.6c: Beverley Station (Medium term)

Market will create a key public pedestrian space and North
Bar should form a gateway approach – where the street

4.41

Beverley railway station represents a key entry point to the
town for visitors. Project 1.6d notes the importance of

geometry is re-designed to deliver a pedestrian priority

improving the route from the station to the town centre but

route, facilitating the growth of ground floor active uses.

the focus of this project is on directly improving the environs
4.37

4.38

The parallel car parking spaces could be designed so that

of the station itself and realising the potential of this

they feel part of the pedestrian environment when they are

characterful building and the investment in the public space

not in use.

on Trinity Way/Armstrong Lane.

High quality/bespoke public realm treatments and signage

4.42

The first impression of Beverley for a visitor to the town

would be introduced to help define its uniqueness as an

exiting the station building is the Station Car Park. The

important destination within the town.

vision of parked cars with limited interspersed planting
undermines the quality of this gateway space. Moreover, the

Project 1.6b: Improvements Norwood Road (Medium term)
4.39

combination of shrub planting and the layout of the car park
result in a poor signposting of routes which lead to the town

Norwood forms a major strategic entrance corridor into

Centre.

Beverley; consideration should be given to emphasising the
importance of this route through boulevard planting.
4.40

The junction between Norwood and New Walkergate is over
engineered to the detriment of the pedestrian environment.
Consideration should be given to enhancing pedestrian
movement through redesigning the geometry of the
junctions, introducing raised tables to visually break up the
carriageway and slow traffic.

4.43

This project examines the opportunity to remove parking
directly in front of the station to create a new urban public
space which complements the public space which has been
developed across Armstrong Way. This new urban space
could be enclosed with new buildings and functional uses.
This could include small retail / cafe or office uses, with the
new built structures complementing the station frontage but
creating a more attractive space. The potential to include a
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4.47

An illustrative sketch of the potential re-alignment of uses
around the station is shown to assist in visualising the
potential ideas raised through this project.

4.44

This new space would serve to make the station frontage
more visible to visitors on route or returning from the town
centre and include creative and attractive signage points
(link with Project 4.4).

4.45

A reduction in car parking provision at the front of the station
would need to be matched with an uplift in the number of
spaces in close proximity elsewhere. The potential to
introduce a multi-storey car park to the north of the station
could be explored.

4.46

The George Street surface car park to the north west of the
station is linked to the overall provision of car parking
spaces within the area. Consideration needs to be given to
the opportunities to introduce new residential development
into the area, whilst respecting the existing residential uses.
Sympathetic development within this area would be used to
reform the historic urban grain and integrate the area within
the surrounding townscape. The potential reduction of car
parking provision could then be balanced through the
provision of new parking linked to the station gateway
improvement noted above.
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In order to illustrate the potential of the Station Gateway
examples of innovative ‘spaces’ and uses around station
environments are shown below.

Sheffield Station, UK
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Project 1.6d: Gateway Improvements – New Walkergate
(Long term)
4.48

The route from the train station to the town centre is a
critical entry point for visitors to the town. Currently this
route takes visitors along Railway Street where it then joins
with New Walkergate. Whilst Railway Street itself presents a
pleasant surrounding, with its attractive Georgian terraces,
the link with New Walkergate is dominated by the road
engineering and the backs of properties which face onto
Butcher Row along and their rear service car-parking.

4.49

A number of initial steps could be undertaken to improve
signage along this route providing a clear route to the
centre. This could also involve the investment in a small
improved gateway directing people along Wilbert Lane. In
the longer-term depending on the realisation of aspirations
for the transformation of Butcher Row (Project 3.3) the
opportunity exists to fundamentally alter this gateway point.

4.50

The development proposals presented through Project 3.4
incorporate a new high quality entry point to the town centre
creating a stronger link from New Walkergate and therefore
raising the profile of the route from the railway station.
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Project 1.7: Riverside Walk (Long term)
4.51

The existing public realm along the side of the River Hull
currently presents a very poor visual introduction to what
could be a pleasant environmental setting for walking.

4.52

As part of improving pedestrian routes in the town
investment in the overall appearance of the riverside could
be coupled with the creation of a Riverside walk.
Consideration will need to be given as to the most
appropriate location to encourage access to the walk but the
intention would be to develop a route along the bank and
create an important connection between the town and the

Examples of quality riverside walking
environments

open countryside.
4.53

In order to allow pleasant and free movement along the
route it may be necessary to relocate the existing household
waste facility, this will need further study and assessment by
the Council.

4.54

Importantly given the proximity of the Eastern Industrial
areas any investment proposed through this project would
need to be linked to planned projects to improve these
facilities, an issue addressed in the next Section.
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detail the potential to accommodate new quality office space

5.

THEME: BEVERLEY FOR

within existing properties. This research will include an

BUSINESS

upper floors of buildings within the town centre. This will

assessment of the amount of underused floor-space on the

require a process of consultation with local businesses,
5.1

landowners and property management companies and will

Beverley current represents an important employment

provide an important further insight into the existing offer

location both as a result of the shops, visitor attractions and

and future requirements.

businesses within the town centre but also the concentration
of businesses in the Eastern Industrial Estates. The

5.4

proceeding two Sections focus on both the retail and visitor

and indeed the surrounding environment on the Eastern

elements of the economy whilst this section focuses directly

Estates does not create an impression which reflects the

on the commercial business offer in the town (office and

towns’ ambitions and indeed its potential to attract in new

industrial employment).
5.2

investors and businesses. With the delivery of the Beverley
Southern Relief Road, the strategic links to this area will be

Whilst the town employs a significant number of people the

dramatically improved, further emphasising the importance

current commercial offer does not represent a sufficiently

of raising the profile of the Estates in the future and

diverse base with an undersupply of quality office

capturing new demand.

accommodation to attract new higher value knowledge
based businesses and employers.
5.3

In particular this undersupply is pronounced by the absence
of any real quality town centre accommodation and larger
high profile office units on the more peripheral estates7.
Further work should be undertaken to understand in greater

The current appearance of a large amount of the premises

5.5

The development of Flemingate will act to enhance the
employment offer within the town, providing a new and
different product. However, the aspirations of the Vision and
the Objectives suggest that this progress should continue to
be built upon through the realisation of further opportunities
for change. This will continue to encourage the sustainable

7

development of the town with high quality job opportunities
Employment Land Review Update, 2009 – GVA Grimley Ltd
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5.10

vibrant town centre and retail offer.

The site occupies a prominent gateway location and
therefore development on the site will need to provide a
strong and attractive frontage to the adjacent roads.

Project 2.1: Grovehill Road (Medium term)
5.11
5.6

Prior to development being realised, the site in its current

The Grovehill Road site, which sits to the south of Grovehill

form presents a poor visual entry-point to the town.

road, represents an important opportunity for Beverley to

Consideration therefore could be given to the opportunity to

further reinforce the employment offer within the town.

use the site to provide temporary high-profile signage for the
existing Grovehill and Swinemoor Road Industrial Estates in

5.7

An application for new retail units was recently withdrawn on

the short term. Privately leased hoardings could also be

the site and in line with the objectives set within this Town

erected on the site to generate revenue from the site in the

Plan it is recommended that this site should continue to be

short-term.

prioritised for employment uses.
5.8

Project 2.2: Grovehill/ Swinemoor Industrial

In line with the vision for attracting higher-value knowledge

Estate (Medium term)

sector employment this site represents one of the more
attractive sites to create a high profile business park space.
5.9

5.12

Together the Swinemoor and Grovehill Road Industrial

The site has been cleared and represents 4.7ha of

Estates cover approximately 62 hectares of employment

developable land. In order to contribute towards the

land and accommodate a large and varied group of

objectives around diversifying the employment offer in the

businesses in a mix of small, medium and large premises.

town and responding to market demand, development on
the site should be directed towards B1 and B2 uses. This
would therefore include a mix of attractive office and hybrid
workspace (potentially industrial) units.
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The Estates clearly represent an important part of the towns
employment offer. However, in order to ensure that they are
able to compete against other employment sites within the
sub-region in the future there is a need to improve the
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presentation of the physical environment and the overall
legibility of the estates.
5.14

The areas of the estates closest to the River and the Beck
(south of Grovehill Road) in particular present a poor
external impression to visitors to the estate and potential
new investors. An element of this project therefore focuses
on improvements to the public realm in this part of the
estate. This would include assisting individual businesses to
improve the boundaries of their plots – such as better
quality fencing and the provision of planting – and an
exploration of opportunities to utilise the environmental
setting of the river by creating more attractive access points
(lighting etc…).

5.15

There is currently limited north-south integration
(permeability) between the Swinemoor and Grovehill
Industrial Estates which makes navigating the Estates
difficult for visitors to businesses located there. Significant
changes to the existing road layout are not proposed,
however, there is a pressing need to improve the signage
around the site and at key entry points. A signage strategy
for the Estate could be introduced, colour coding distinct
parts of the estates and using distinct but functional art
sculptures to create landmarks and establish a greater
sense of place.
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Project 2.3: Lord Roberts Road Opportunity Site

location, sitting in close proximity to the Minster, Council

(Long term)

offices and the south west corner of the retail offer in the
town centre.

5.16

The land to the South of Lord Roberts Road is currently an
area of backland parking. The site, as defined within this

5.19

In considering appropriate uses on the site it is important to
consider the opportunity presented through this location

Project, also includes an existing poor quality single storey

alongside the Flemingate proposed scheme and the overall

building (elderly persons accommodation), which provides

objectives of the Plan. In terms of phasing, the project

limited enclosure to Lord Roberts Street.

should be carefully aligned with the other projects in the
5.17

The potential re-development of the site has previously

Plan which involve the redistribution of parking to ensure the

been considered through a development brief which

town centre continues to be adequately served in terms of

identified the opportunity to bring the site forward for a

parking capacity.

number of uses:
5.20

5.18

•

Office uses;

•

Institutional uses (such as a training, medical / health

Within this Town Plan two alternative proposals for the enduse of the scheme are made based on the assessment of
the above factors:

centre, museums, galleries or arts centres);

Mixed-use re-development (office, residential, small-scale

•

Residential;

retail)

•

Assembly and leisure (such as a cinema);

•

Hotel; and

•

Small-scale retail (as part of a mixed use scheme).

5.21

The site could be promoted for a mix of uses including the
introduction of new residential dwellings within the town,
complementing the surrounding residential uses on the site.
This could include a higher density and improved supported

Whilst the re-development of the site represents a long-term

housing facility alongside affordable family oriented

opportunity to contribute towards meeting a number of

accommodation. In order to complement the aspirations to

objectives for the town, the site clearly occupies a strategic

reinforce the Minster as a higher profile visitor attraction
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small retail / café / youth café uses could be integrated

Beverley, linked to the library and Treasure House and

within the site to improve the visitor experience and further

indirectly to other components of the cultural offer, including

reinforce links to the town centre.

for example the Minster and its plans (Project 1.2).

Finally, the aspiration to improve the level of office space

5.25

The Lord Roberts Site sits strategically amongst these

within the town centre could be met through the provision of

existing assets and any proposed development could

small scale office blocks. These would be of a high quality,

therefore complement and strengthen the focus of the area

provide serviced business accommodation and be of a

as a cultural hub.

scale which would be attractive to small businesses looking
to operate in the area. New office space would also

5.26

Consideration could be given to locating a cultural events
centre at the heart of this hub. Prior to investigating this

potentially alleviate existing pressure on County Hall

option further it will be important to undertake a detailed

accommodation.

evaluation of the market for such a use in Beverley , with
5.23

Development proposals would also be encouraged to create

careful consideration given to the relationship with any other

a new dynamic public link along Lord Roberts Road to the

planned investment in existing facilities, including for

Memorial Hall, via the existing Gardens. The creation of a

example the Memorial Hall.

new public space at the front of the site, in addition to
general public realm improvements (recognised within the

5.27

Following this Vision for the site uses such as a Hotel and
complementary visitor / conference facilities would be

Public Realm Design Code) along Lord Roberts Road will

encouraged, potentially raising the overall visitor economy

be promoted to realise this aspiration.

of Beverley to a further level. The introduction of a new hotel
in the town centre would help to meet the demands of those

A Cultural Quarter for Beverley?

seeking a ‘heritage market town’ experience.
5.24

The Beverley Memorial Hall Trustees have plans to
redevelop the Memorial Hall as a 21st Century cultural
venue for the town (Project 4.7). These plans could be part

5.28

The improved link between the cultural amenities would be
encouraged through any re-development of the site and the

of a wider aspiration to develop a cultural quarter within
January 2010
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uses proposed within this Vision for the site will represent
another destination on the route.
5.29

The project summary above should be read in conjunction
with the Design Guide for this site which accompanies this
Investment Strategy.

5.30

An illustrative sketch demonstrating a potential layout for the
area is shown on the following page
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Figure 5: Illustrative Layout of the Lord Roberts Road Opportunity Site
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centre represents a critical element in continuing to define

6.

Beverley as a strong retail destination.

THEME: BEVERLEY RETAIL
DESTINATION

6.4

The realisation of the Flemingate development will in part
assist in elevating the retail offer of the town however, it
could also potentially drag the retail ‘centre of gravity’ to the

6.1

The town centre of Beverley currently contains a bustling

Southwest. The Town Plan and the projects below are

retail trade which performs an important role in meeting

therefore aimed at maximising the opportunity this

residents needs. The town benefits from the concentrated

development presents whilst also ensuring that it is

spatial nature of the shopping offer, the attractive buildings

complemented through actions to support the existing retail

within which much of the shops are located and the

operators in the centre.

markets, in particular the Saturday Market, which are valued
features of the town.
6.2

6.3

The current retail offer therefore represents an important

Project 3.1: Farmers Market (Short term)
6.5

Beverley’s markets and especially the Saturday market are

base upon which to build and ensure that the centre

a key and valued feature of the town. The town itself sits

enhances its offer. Going forward, a balance will need to be

within a large expanse of farm land and a number of the

struck which enables the attraction of further national

delicatessens and cafes in the town proudly advertise the

operators, which are currently missing from the centre, with

use of local produce. The inclusion of a farmers market,

the ongoing support and attraction of independent retailers

exhibiting the offer of local producers clearly represents an

which form a cornerstone of the current offer and help to

important potential ‘pull’ for residents and visitors to the

make the town distinct and unique.

town. Promoting and encouraging local produce will also
serve to assist in promoting the towns commitment to

Previous research has illustrated that the leakage of

encouraging environmentally sustainable practices.

spending outside the East Riding is a key issue for
Beverley. Encouraging greater levels of spend within the

6.6

In the short-term a section of the Saturday Market could be
allocated as a ‘Farmers Market’ or ‘Local Produce’
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component, utilising existing vacant stalls. The success of

Project 3.2: Yorkshire Power Brands (Medium

this element and the demand for stalls could be monitored

term)

and the potential for a stand-alone market, perhaps linked to
any plans to encourage one Sunday per month Sunday

6.8

Reflecting the current distinct retail and eating offer within

Trading. This would serve to generate additional retail

the town it is proposed that campaigns are pursued which

spend within Beverley and re-emphasise Beverley’s role as

are targeted at attracting brands which are both familiar and

a vibrant market town.

associated with Yorkshire and which closely reflect
Beverley’s aspirations.

6.7

Opportunities should be taken to link the Market to the Food
Festival, which is a very successful element in the town’s

6.9

The campaigns would be designed to draw regional and

event calendar, and explore further spin-off events

national coverage and assist in highlighting Beverley’s retail

throughout the year.

and restaurant offer. Whilst it is difficult in the economic
climate in which the Plan is being produced to identify
growing businesses that fit this specification, it is important

Beverley Food Festival

that a framework for undertaking this project is established.
This needs to, for example, establish a process for targeting
specific businesses and evaluate approaches taken by
other comparable towns.

Project 3.3: Butcher Row / School Lane / Wilbert
Court Project (Long term)
6.10

This project would realise the opportunity to transform the
existing uses in this location to a mix of uses which better
reflect the areas key gateway location (Project 1.6d) and
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•

contribute towards a number of the Objectives set for the
Town Plan.

Recent investment in Wilbert Court and the need to reprovide any loss of affordable housing would clearly
represent an important consideration and therefore

6.11

The project area encompasses a number of sites which

mean that any plans would be considered very long-

would need to be collectively brought forward as a phased

term.

development scheme. The areas included within the
scheme include:

6.13

Whilst it is clear that these obstacles mean that the project
will remain a long-term aspiration it is envisaged that the

•

Backland ‘yard’ areas between Toll Gavel and
Walkergate

•

following outputs could be delivered:
•

Car parks to the east of Walkergate – the proposed

use facing New Walkergate. The design and quality of

park and ride and displacement of the long stay permit

car park would need ensure that the building was

holders provide an opportunity for change in this area
•

sympathetic to its surrounds and provided a strong
frontage to this Gateway site;

Land currently occupied by Wilbert Court – a social
housing scheme owned by the Council, which it is

•

important to note has recently received investment and

replace those potentially involved in any long-term

of any phased development.
Clearly there are a number of potential obstacles in bringing
the site forward, including:
•

The need to re-provide car parking spaces and balance
them against other plans to adjust car parking within
the town;

Redevelopment of the existing School Lane car park
site for new housing, including new affordable units to

therefore represents only a very long-term component

6.12

New multi-storey car park with an active ground floor

plans for the re-development of Wilbert Court;
•

Redevelopment of the surface car parks at Butcher
Row allowing for a small scale expansion of the retail
centre of the town. This space offers the only real
opportunity to introduce larger floor-plates in the town
and could also be used to assist in supporting and
encouraging local niche businesses to set up and

•
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further restaurant uses complementing adjacent
existing businesses.
6.14

The project summary above should be read in conjunction
with the Design Guide for this site which accompanies this
Investment Strategy.

6.15

The following plan sets out the opportunity areas identified
above which are incorporated within the Project and will
need to be considered in the future in terms of their
development potential.
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Figure 6: Potential opportunity areas for change linked to Project 3.3
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7.3

7.

THEME: VISIT BEVERLEY

7.1

Beverley already represents an important visitor destination

Another significant asset the town benefits from in terms of
attracting and retaining visitors is the high quality
surrounding countryside, with the Westwood in particular
representing a high quality public green amenity. Coupled
with the potential of the town’s waterside attractions and

with the town attracting a significant number of day-visitors

better connections with the town centre itself it is vital that

annually8. Importantly many of these visitors are on a return

the opportunities presented by these natural assets are

visit to the town clearly demonstrating the appeal of the

realised to their full potential.

towns’ tourism offer9.
7.4
7.2

Beverley has a wealth of heritage, arts and cultural assets.

In terms of the wider visitor experience Beverley also
benefits from having a strong food and beverage sector

The largest and most obvious is the Beverley Minster which

represented by the large number of quality pubs,

forms a striking landmark within the town and is considered

restaurants and café’s in its centre. However, whilst the

to be one of the best gothic churches in Europe. In addition

independent nature of this offer represents a real asset the

to this significant asset the town also includes a number of

opportunity also exists to build on this through the attraction

other historical buildings including; St Mary’s Church, Toll

of well known food and beverage ‘brands’.

Gavel Methodist Church, the Guildhall, Beverley Art Galley,
Beverley Friary, Beverley Racecourse and the Treasure

7.5

The hotel offer within Beverley currently represents a real

House draw significant visitor numbers. However, the

weakness in terms of expanding the Visitor Economy to

cumulative contribution of these ‘attractions’ are not

include the attraction of more short break visitors and

currently being fully realised in terms of the linked facilities

therefore the overall tourist spend in the town. This is an

and the overall cultural offer.

area which requires particular focus in the future with the
town not realising its full potential to attract staying visitors,
from both the UK and abroad.

8

Note: VHEY 2005 figures show that the town attracted 1,487,000 day
trips generating over £45 million expenditure
9
Note: VHEY figures show that 86% of all respondents were on a return
visit
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The leisure offer in the town is generally pretty strong with
the leisure centre and new swimming pool on Flemingate
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providing local people with a quality resource. However,

Project 4.2: Westwood Visitor Facilities (Short

opportunities still exist to encourage visitors and residents

term)

alike to undertake healthy exercise and leisure pursuits.
7.9

The Westwood is the most famous of Beverley’s pastures.

Project 4.1: Long Stay Coach Parking (Medium

As pastureland it is intended for all residents and visitors to

term)

enjoy. In the spring and summer the Westwood presents a
perfect location for family picnics, exercise and dog walking.

7.7

Beverley currently has no long stay coach parking within

It is important that opportunities are therefore taken to

easy access of the town centre. Part of the Visitor Economy

continue to encourage the use of the space for outdoor

strategy will focus on attracting greater numbers of day

activities and active recreation.

trippers from around the region. Ensuring that Beverley has
a presence in terms of coach-trip holidays and visits is an

7.10

This project looks to provide a small level of intervention to

important component of this Strategy. This project therefore

deliver an improved level of visitor facilities serving the

proposes the introduction of long stay coach parking

pasture lands and encouraging further use of this valuable

facilities.

environmental amenity. Investment in new facilities would
be linked to events held at the racecourse to improve and

7.8

Identifying a potential short-term location for these spaces

expand the visitor experience to the area.

will need to be undertaken in partnership with the Council’s
Highway team. It is likely that these facilities will not

7.11

The potential to deliver new facilities and the appropriate

necessarily meet long-term aspirations in terms of location

scope and scale will need careful consideration and a

or scale and therefore consideration should be given to the

dialogue with the Pasture Masters to ensure it respects

opportunity to integrate the provision of these spaces within

other uses on the pastures and is located appropriately. It is

the plans to improve the surrounds of Beverley Station

envisaged that these facilities could include public toilets,

(Project 1.6c).

signage and potential organised spaces for barbecuing and
picnicking.
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7.15

The Manager would have responsibility for preparing
marketing materials for the town and co-ordinating and

management team) (Short term)

managing festivals and events held in the centre. In addition
7.12

The Town Plan clearly sets out an ambitious Vision for

the Manager could be tasked with developing further the

Beverley. The projects included within this Investment

night time economy in the town. This will be contingent on

Strategy match this ambition, however, the key challenge

developing a partnership between the public and private

will be implementing and delivering the required intervention

sectors which encompasses more than the licensed sector.

to realise the town potential in the future.
7.16
7.13

Collectively this co-ordination of events and attractions

Many of the short-term projects require ‘softer-touch’ and

would encourage greater use of the existing facilities and

management led interventions. The co-ordination of these

complement the aims of projects in the following Section

activities and the ongoing process of encouraging

targeted at improving the Visitor Economy.

engagement of businesses, wider stakeholders and the
town’s residents will be critical in the next few years in order

7.17

Initially this project would look to appoint to fill this position.
This will require a job description to be prepared for the

to ensure that those projects intended to be delivered in the

position and an appointment made. It is suggested that

medium-longer term can also be realised.

following the first year a review is taken of the progress
7.14

Many towns across the country employ a full-time Town

made and the role of the position to assess whether further

Centre Manager. The roles of the Manager are to co-

support, and therefore the creation of a management team,

ordinate and attract investment in the town and present a

is appropriate.

single point of contact for businesses and residents alike.

Project 4.4: Visitor Signage Strategy (Short term)

This enables concerns, issues or indeed positive feedback
regarding the day-to-day operation of retailing, cultural and
service uses in the town to be addressed promptly and in a
manner which recognises the overall goal of sustaining and

7.18

Promoting Beverley to day-trippers and holiday makers as
well as residents of other parts of the authority and sub-

improving the town centre.
January 2010
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region is an important component in generating higher
levels of visitor activity in the town.
7.19

This project is aimed at providing a simple approach to
raising the profile through the introduction of additional
brown signs at key routes within 10 miles of Beverley.
These signs will be strategically located along key routes,
including for example the A1079 and A63 as drivers
approach Beverley.

7.20

The signs should include a shortlist of the key attractors in
the town, which are likely to be limited, at least in the shortterm, to the following:
•

Minster

•

Historic Market Town

•

Westwood

•

Beverley Beck

•

Racecourse

January 2010
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Project 4.5: Town Centre Signage Strategy –

promote the location of attractions around the town,

Beverley Town Trail (Short term)

including:
•

The Minster

project 4.4 this project will deliver an additional layer of

•

St. Marys Church

improved signage through the town. Significant progress is

•

Treasure House

and residents around the town through the introduction of

•

Guildhall

the ‘Beverley towntrail’.

•

Westwood

The towntrail will play a vital role in stitching the town’s

•

Memorial Hall

visitor, heritage and commercial assets together and is

•

Beverley Beck

Complementing the strategic signage promoted through

already being made to reinforce the signposting of visitors

7.22

therefore considerably more than just a signage project. The
trail will comprise of 39 linked artworks through Beverley
Town and is intended to be operational by Easter 2010. The
sculptures along the trail will feature many of Beverley’s
Medieval Guilds and Trades. A Trail brochure will be
produced to lead visitors and residents around the town.
The intention is for this to be educational in nature, helping
to show what people were like, and doing, in Beverley in the
Middle Ages, providing a picture of how the current town
has developed from these early origins.
7.23

Alongside the artworks this project looks to complement and

Quality Signage

further promote the trail through the introduction of stronger
signage around its route. This signage would clearly
January 2010
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It is proposed that the existing good quality map / visitor

attract users of the enhanced website it is important

information on School Lane be replicated in other parts of

that a greater presence is presented through the Real

the town. As other projects within the Plan are delivered and

Yorkshire website;

areas on the periphery of the centre improved the

•

boundaries of the map should be extended to include other

Development of a Beverley Visitor Guide. This should
draw together existing visitor material to create a

key destinations and the improved routes to find them, this

refreshed hard copy and electronic guide to the town.

could include for example the Westwood and the Beverley

This could highlight for example the heritage

Beck

destinations within the town including for example a
Churches Trail. This would be made available at tourist

Project 4.6: Promotional Activities (Short term)

information in the town and surrounding areas;
7.25

Promoting Beverley’s current offer and future improvements

•

Promote Beverley’s Dining Experience. The town’s

and expansion is as important as realising physical

restaurant and entertainment offer is considerable and

opportunities for change in the town. The introduction of a

of a high quality. It is important to capture this offer and

Town Centre Manager (Project 4.3) will be joined with this

promote it through an attractive short publication. This

project which outlines a number of actions aimed at actively

would also help to promote the farmers market (Project

promoting the town in terms of its local offer and the

3.1) and highlight events complementing the annual

attractions it holds for visitors. These actions include:

Food Festival. Hard copies would be made available at

•

tourist information points and electronic copies linked to
The development of an enhanced Beverley website

hoteliers and guest houses websites;

building on the significant progress made by the
Beverley Renaissance Partnership to date. The internet

January 2010

•

Promotion of conference facilities within the town to

is often people’s first source of information about a

local businesses and businesses within the wider

place and the facilities available. It is critical that this

region. Whilst currently the town has a relatively limited

portal to information reflects the town’s ambitions and is

offer, namely the Treasure House, the intention is to

kept up-to-date with events and offers. In order to

enhance this through a number of projects (e.g.
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Projects 1.2, 2.3 and 4.7) and coupled with an

including potentially the establishment of a youth centre

improved hotel offer (Projects 2.3 and 4.9) this could

within the town. If a possible venue is not identified,

represent an important element of the overall visitor

consideration will need to be given to the opportunity to

economy strategy.

investigate this use within the physical development
opportunities or targeted investment (e.g. Memorial

The improved Memorial Hall and investment in the

Hall) considered within this Strategy; and

market will ensure that the town’s event list is expanded
•

and it is critical that this is actively promoted. A

•

Additional budgeting for publicity associated with

Beverley “What’s on” publication would be produced on

events held within the town. Beverley already has a

a quarterly basis and made available at key points

reputation for holding events but an expanded event

around the town (libraries, health facilities, cultural

calendar will need to be supported with additional

locations, restaurants, pubs etc…). This list will also be

promotional monies to attract new visitors to the town.

replicated on the town’s website;

This will require high quality temporary signage at the
key gateways to the town (links with Project 1.6).

The overall list of events in the town could be expanded
to reflect the overall Vision and ambition for Beverley.

Project 4.7: Memorial Hall / New Cultural Facilities

Festivals in particular represent significant draws within

(Medium term)

the town, the opportunity exists to further extend the
itinerary to include further summer festivals, one

•

The Memorial Hall represents an important community

potential being the opportunity to include spin-off

venue within Beverley. Indeed the building includes

events linked to the long established jazz festival in Hull

Beverley’s only proper stage and includes a hardwood

(held in August);

sprung floor which is the towns ‘biggest and best dance
floor’.

Consideration will be given to opportunities to enhance
the programme of activities appealing to young people
in Beverley. This will need to be considered alongside
the identification of possible venues for activities,
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7.27

Original plans for the building’s redevelopment, submitted
as part of a business plan for funding, outlined £2.3 million
of investment. Issues around the availability of funding have
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led to revised plans being submitted for a £1.5 million

endorsed by British Cycling. This has included the British

refurbishment. This will include the following:

Cycling National Road Race Championship which attracts
competitors and spectators nationally, with the 2009 event

•

•

Introduction of a new single-storey block on the

attracting more than 1,000 cyclists and attracting in the

Lairgate site;

region of £250,000 into the town’s economy10.

Incorporation of a full theatre stage with an auditorium
seating up to 344 people; and

7.31

Continuing to build on this high profile use of the town for
cycling further interventions should be made to make the

•

7.28

Creation of a new entrance through Champney

town more cycle friendly for residents and visitors alike.

Gardens.

Opportunities will need to be explored with the Council’s

The facility has the potential to provide a significantly

highway team to look at locations for improving cycle routes

improved venue for live performances, bands, film shows,

around the town. These will build upon the existing Beverley

wedding receptions and public meetings. Consideration will

Cycle Map (2008) published by East Riding Council and

need to be given to the opportunities for other private

align with the Wolds Tourism Development Plan. These

businesses / representatives to contribute to the events

could include:

programme in the facility to broaden its appeal.
7.29

•

It is important that the potential uplift in the cultural offer and

from Beverley / Woodmansey to the Hull City boundary.

facilities for local residents represented through this project

This would provide a dedicated cycle route through Hull

are considered, in the longer-term, alongside proposals

from the ferry terminal to Beverley, capturing cycle

under Project 2.3.

tourists who arrive in Hull via North Sea Ferries; and
•

Project 4.8: Cycle Beverley (Medium term)
7.30

The completion of the last element of the cycle route

The development of a cycle route on Swinemoor Lane
in Beverley, providing an important link to the Grovehill
area and the recently completed cycle route to Tickton.

Beverley has established itself as a destination for
competitive cycling, hosting over recent years events
10
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Project 4.9: Westwood Hospital (Long term)
7.34

The Westwood Hospital presents a distinct and characterful
building in a pleasant setting. Hospital services are intended
to be relocated from the building to a new site off
Swinemoor Road providing a unique opportunity to realise
the potential of this site to contribute a new use to the town.

7.32

A specific project should also be targeted at introducing
secure cycle parking / storage at the connection point to the
TPT 1 route to Hornsea. This will encourage greater usage
of this important element of the network.

7.33

In addition the potential to introduce a bike hire scheme,

7.35

The building itself is listed and any plans for its future use

probably located within the town centre, should be explored.

will need to be sympathetic to the fabric of the building and

The intention would be to provide a route around the town

its environment. The site poses a number of issues

and its surrounds including the Westwood to promote

regarding future uses including access, with the only

healthy and sustainable forms of transport.

currently serviceable entrance being the listed archway, and
the constraints posed through the existing built form. This
project suggests the need for a feasibility study to be
commissioned to explore a full range of potential uses.

January 2010
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type of offer would be likely to be very different and capture
a different market than that envisaged for this site.

7.36

Potential uses could include the conversion of existing
buildings for residential apartments coupled with
complementary small scale additional blocks for further
housing/apartment units.

7.37

When considering the future use of the site the opportunity it
presents to introduce a new high quality boutique hotel
should not be overlooked. Given the surrounds and the
nature of the building itself it is easy to envisage this as a
first rate hotel or “a country house in the town”,
incorporating a restaurant use and potentially providing
conference facilities and a highly attractive wedding venue.

7.38

Beverley’s current hotel offer is limited to small
independents, with only the Beverley Arms forming part of a
larger group (Brook Hotels). The Flemingate incorporates
the potential for the provision of hotel space however, the
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Part B: The Delivery Plan
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DELIVERING THE TOWN PLAN

•

Phasing of the Project;

•

Lead organisation responsible for delivering the project;
and

8.1

The preceding sections of this Investment and Development

•

Strategy set a challenging vision and identify the projects

Organisations which could offer a supporting role in the
delivery of the Project.

which will support the realisation of this vision.

Funding / Investment
8.2

The delivery of the projects will require a commitment in the
longer-term from the Council to support the aspirations set

8.3

The delivery of projects is dependent upon the realisation of

out within the Plan. This commitment will need to be

public and private investment and finance. Over recent

matched with recognition of the fact that the level of funding

years Beverley has been successful in attracting and

available from public and charitable sources is likely to be

utilising funding and investment opportunities to deliver

limited and therefore the onus will need to be on attracting

change. Recent funding and planned funding opportunities

private sector investment into the town.

include for example:

The Section sets out, in broad terms, issues around funding

•

Memorial Hall - £1.5million funding support sought

and investment. Finally an overview is provided of potential

•

Beverley Southern Relief Road

•

Beverley Leisure and swimming pool Complex

•

New NHS Hospital - £20m investment

•

The £5.7m Treasure House

•

Refurbishment of the Art Gallery

•

Lanes Project

•

Beverley Town Trail

responsibilities for the Delivery of the Plan.
8.4

8.5

The final Section (Section 9) of this Strategy builds on this
Section providing a detailed Project Action Plan. This Action
Plan sets out for each of the Projects the following:
•

Alignment with the Town Plan Objectives;

•

Broad headline outputs;

•

Indicative cost of the Project;
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Wednesday Market / Butcher Row / Toll Gavel

should be explored, these could include, but not be limited

Resurfacing scheme

to:

The economic and funding climate in which this Plan is

•

being developed suggests that Public and Private funding

Examination of existing Council funding streams and
potential areas of under-spend;

sources are likely to be comparatively scarce. It is critical
•

that Beverley continues to set itself apart and market its

8.7

assets and the opportunities for investment in order to

emphasis on those available for tourist and

ensure that the town continues to improve and strive

employment related projects;

towards meeting its Vision.

•

Lottery / Heritage funding;

The Flemingate scheme, summarised in Section 3,

•

European small scales grants and funding
programmes;

represents a significant investment for the town and will
clearly assist in contributing to a number of the objectives
set within this document. The physical projects identified
within this Strategy are all intended to build on this
intervention to realise further opportunities to attract

Arts Council Funding – public art / signage projects;

•

Sport England – linked leisure opportunities;

•

Association of Charitable Foundations – umbrella group
with access to a number of small scale funding

important part of the rationale for the mix of uses proposed

opportunities; and
•

fund key projects;

elements of this Investment and Development Strategy.
In terms of funding some of the ‘softer’ short-term
intervention projects a number of funding opportunities
January 2010

Opportunities to use existing events and festivals to
attract contributions from businesses and individuals to

Where new development occurs it is important that planning
gain or obligations are sought which contribute to other

8.9

•

significant levels of private sector investment. This forms an

and the selection of the sites.
8.8

Exploration of regional funding streams, with particular

Responsibilities for Delivery
8.10

Whilst the following section identifies proposed delivery
responsibilities for each of the Projects this section first sets
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8.14

the Plan.

The Council will also have a responsibility to ensure that
sufficient revenue funding is allocated to sustain and
support key projects outlined in the Strategy.

East Riding of Yorkshire Council
Beverley Renaissance Partnership
8.11

Through the development of the LDF and the Core Strategy
the Council is responsible for setting the spatial and

8.15

The Beverley Renaissance Partnership clearly has a key

thematic parameters for development within the town. It will

role in promoting and supporting the delivery of the Town

be important for the Council to ensure that these statutory

Plan.

documents support the proposals within this Strategy and
provide a planning framework which enables their delivery.

8.16

The Partnership brings together over thirty private, public
and voluntary organisations. The Partnership includes a

8.12

The Planning department in the Council will have an

number of sub-groups:

important role in co-ordinating and negotiating planning gain
associated with development in the town and should

•

Economy & Tourism Group

therefore have a responsibility to ensure, that where

•

Environment and Built Heritage Group

•

Arts & Culture Group

•

Social & Community Group

appropriate, this is sought to realise elements of this
Strategy.
8.13

Other departments within the Council, namely Highways,
Streetscene and Economic Development and Regeneration,
will also have an important role to play in successfully
delivering the Town Plan. Officers in these departments will
need to be engaged throughout the programme of delivery
and brought in as required to input to Projects.
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Through the Partnership Board each of the sub-groups
should be tasked with managing and implementing a
number of the projects within the Plan. These are likely to
include those projects identified as priorities in the shortterm.
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These will on the whole be the responsibility of the Council
and will be linked into the authorities planning

8.18

Beverley Town Council is a publicly elected body that

responsibilities. These include the following:

represents the town of Beverley. The Council has played an
integral role in the development of the Town Plan and will

•

Beverley based Transport Model – The town has

have an important role in steering and guiding the individual

already invested in the production of a transport model,

projects over its lifetime.

however, further funding is required to update and rerun the model to assess the impact of proposed

8.19

In particular the Council will have an important role in

development projects and interventions to the existing

working closely with community groups and other local

transport infrastructure. This will need to incorporate

community-based organisations to ensure that projects are

work undertaken to assess car parking utilisation and

delivered with local support and assistance. The Council will

capacity;

also have a responsibility for assisting in the marketing and
publicising of events held within Beverley and seeking

•

Comprehensive review of Civic design matters – A

opportunities to both attract and raise external funding to

specific research workstream will need to be focussed

assist in delivery.

on examining on a comprehensive basis the current
mechanisms for reviewing and applying civic design

Future Monitoring
8.20

expectations to development;

An important element of delivering the Town Plan will be a
concerted commitment to the ongoing monitoring and
evaluating of the impact of projects and their contribution
towards delivering against the objectives.

8.21

In addition to evaluating individual projects there will be a
need to undertake a number of additional elements of
research which have not been included as specific projects.
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PROJECT ACTION PLAN
Theme: Beverley First Impressions

Project Name

Summary

Project 1.1:
Saturday
Market / North
Bar

Public realm
improvements to the
Market Space
including new street
furniture

•
•
•

Objective 2
Objective 6
Objective 7

Project 1.2:
“Minster
Gardens”

Public realm
improvements to
complement plans to
invest in the visitor
offer of the Minster
and create useable
outdoor space.

•
•
•

Objective 3
Objective 4
Objective 5

January 2010

Alignment with Town
Plan Objectives

Rationale / Outputs

Indicative
Cost

Lead
Organisation

Medium /
High

Indicative
Phasing
(Short,
medium
and long
term)
Short
medium

In order to strengthen
the market space in the
future there is a need
to invest in the
environs and
infrastructure in the
space. The project
would deliver 5,900
sq.m’s of public realm
improvement and the
introduction of new
street furniture.
The project would be
intended to
complement plans
suggested by
representatives of the
Minster and include a
range of outputs
including new
picnicking facilities and

Medium

Medium

Beverley
Minster

Support

ERYC

ERYC
Highways
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Summary

Alignment with Town
Plan Objectives

Project 1.3:
Key Vistas

Minor interventions
to improve views of
Beverley Minster and
St. Mary’s Churches
from key routes into
Beverley (mainly
tackling overgrown
landscaping)

•
•

Objective 6
Objective 7

Project 1.4:
North Bar
Traffic Flow
Adjustments

Introduction of a
number of traffic flow
adjustments to
address a number of
issues regarding the
movement of cars in
the area.

•
•

Objective 7
Objective 9

Project 1.5:
Beverley Beck
Waterside and
Lock

Public realm
improvements at
both locations and
visiting boat facilities
at head of the Beck

•
•
•

January 2010

Objective 3
Objective 7
Objective 9

Rationale / Outputs

path and gateway
improvements..
Improving the vistas to
key landmark buildings
within the town is an
important component
of improving the visitor
experience in the town.
A number of bespoke
projects will be
delivered.
The intention is to
improve the use of this
important space
through a number of
traffic flow
adjustments.

Realising the potential
presented by the
Beverley Beck and
Lock to improve the
visitor offer and
enhance connections
to the town centre. A
number of bespoke

Indicative
Cost

Indicative
Phasing
(Short,
medium
and long
term)

Lead
Organisation

Support

Low

Short

Beverley
Town Council

Private
landowners
where
interventions
are proposed
on private land

Low /
Medium
(can be
incorporated
into
Saturday
Market
Public
Realm
scheme)
Medium

Medium

ERYC
Highways

Subject to
viability TIA
being
undertaken

Medium

ERYC

Beverley Beck
Boating
Association and
Beverley Barge
Preservation
Society.
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Summary

Alignment with Town
Plan Objectives

Project 1.6a:
Gateway
improvements

Improvements to
road layout and
signage at North Bar

•

Objective 6

Project 1.6b:
Gateway
Improvements

Improvements to the
Norwood Road
Gateway

•

Objective 6

Project 1.6c:
Gateway

Improvements to the
Beverley Station

•
•

Objective 6
Objective 9

January 2010

Rationale / Outputs

projects will be
delivered alongside a
focussed area of
investment in the
public realm. Outputs
could include new
facilities, signage and
mooring structures.
Addressing negative
gateway points to
improve the first
impression of visitors
and residents to the
town. This would
deliver small changes
to the structure and
new signage.
Addressing negative
gateway points to
improve the first
impression of visitors
and residents to the
town. This would
deliver new signage
and improvements to
the physical
environment.
Addressing negative
gateway points to

Indicative
Cost

Indicative
Phasing
(Short,
medium
and long
term)

Lead
Organisation

Support

Medium

Medium

ERYC

English
Heritage

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium

ERYC

Network Rail
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Project Name

Summary

improvements

environs. Potential to
include new
development
opportunities and the
creation of new
public space to
complement existing
investment adjacent
to the station.

Project 1.6d:
Gateway
Improvements
– New
Walkergate

Long-term
improvement to this
important Gateway
from the Station to
the town centre.

•

Objective 6

Project 1.7:
Riverside
Walk

Investment in the
overall appearance
of the riverside
coupled with the
creation of a
Riverside Walk.

•
•

Objective 9
Objective 7

January 2010

Alignment with Town
Plan Objectives

Rationale / Outputs

improve the first
impression of visitors
and residents to the
town. The project will
potentially deliver new
multi-storey car parking
spaces, café,
residential units and
1,850 sqm’s public
realm improvements
This project would be
intended to deliver new
signage at key points
and investment in the
public realm along this
key route.
The current
appearance of the
riverside detracts from
the external
appearance of the
town and could
represent an important
link with the Eastern
Industrial Estates.
The project would
deliver 2,570 m of
improved public
footpaths

Indicative
Cost

Indicative
Phasing
(Short,
medium
and long
term)

Lead
Organisation

Low

Long

ERYC

Medium

Long

ERYC

Support

Beverley Beck
Boating
Association
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Theme: Beverley For Business
Project Name

Summary

Project 2.1:
Grovehill
Lane

Office / Industrial
Park on existing
cleared site (subject
to Sequential test)

•
•

Objective 5
Objective 8

Project 2.2:
Grovehill
Industrial
Estate

Environmental
Improvements to the
existing Industrial
Estates.

•

Objective 8

January 2010

Alignment with Town
Plan Objectives

Rationale / Outputs

Indicative
Cost

Generating new
employment
opportunities is an
important objective for
the town plan. Beyond
the implementation of
the Flemingate
scheme this represents
one of the key strategic
opportunities to attract
new business
investment. The site of
4.7ha of land and
could therefore,
depending on the mix
of uses bring forward a
significant amount of
commercial floorspace.
In order to attract new
business investment
and retain and
strengthen existing
businesses there is a

Low
(assume
costs met by
private
sector

Medium –
Project
could be
potentially
be funded

Indicative
Phasing
(Short,
medium
and long
term)
Medium /
Long

Lead
Organisation

Medium

ERYC

Support

ERYC /
Private
Sector

Businesses
within the
Estate.
Potential to
create a
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Project 2.3:
Lord Roberts
Road
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Re-development of
opportunity site.
Potential uses could
focus on mixed-use
re-development or a
contribution to the
Vision to create a
new cultural quarter

•
•
•
•

Objective 3
Objective 4
Objective 7
Objective 8

need to improve the
business environs of
the estates. The
project would deliver
new signage across
the Estate and
boundary
improvements to
targeted properties
across the Estate.
The sites existing uses
do not realise the
potential of the sites’
location and should be
considered as an
opportunity to realise
delivery against a
number of the
objectives for the Town
Plan. Outputs will vary
depending upon the
development route
taken.

through
planning
obligations
obtained
through the
delivery of
Project 2.1

Low - It is
assumed
that
development
costs will be
met by the
private
sector

Business
Improvement
District to
leverage in
contributions to
improvements.

Medium

ERYC /
Private
Sector
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Theme: Beverley Retail Destination
Project Name

Summary

Project 3.1:
Farmers
Market

Introduction of a
Farmers Market in
Beverley

•
•

Objective 2
Objective 5

Project 3.2:
Yorkshire
Power Brands

Co-ordinated
Strategy to attract
Yorkshire Power
Brands to the town.

•
•
•

Objective 1
Objective 3
Objective 5

Project 3.3:
Butcher Row /
School Lane /
Wilbert Court
Project

Mixed use
redevelopment of
Butcher Row and
School Lane Car
Parks and Wilbert
Court for retail, office

•
•
•
•

Objective 1
Objective 6
Objective 7
Objective 8

January 2010

Alignment with Town
Plan Objectives

Rationale / Outputs

Indicative
Cost

Building on the asset
presented by the
markets to realise the
opportunity to capture
further high-value retail
spend. The project will
deliver new marketing
material.
In order to raise the
profile of Beverley it is
important to attract
respected Yorkshire
brands to the town.
The output of this
project would be a coordinated marketing
Strategy linked to the
Visitor Economy and
Development
Management Plan
The town centre
includes relatively
limited numbers of
opportunity sites. This
site includes a range of
uses which are

Low

Indicative
Phasing
(Short,
medium
and long
term)
Short

Lead
Organisation

Support

Beverley
Town Council

Market Traders
Market
Manager

Low

Medium

ERYC

Town Centre
Management
Team
(depending on
appointment)

Medium.
Scheme
will be
private
sector led.

Long

ERYC
Regeneration
/ Private
Sector

ERYC Housing
ERYC
Highways /
Asset
Management
HCA?
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and residential uses
combined with new
multi-storey car park

considered to either not
realise their full
potential or represent
unsustainable uses in
the future. Full
development proposals
have not been
produced for the site
given its long-term
phasing, however,
these would need to be
considered in more
detail if the project is
progressed, in part or
on all identified
opportunity sites.

Theme: Visit Beverley
Project Name

Summary

Project 4.1:
Long Stay
Coach
Parking

Long Stay parking
site for coaches in
greater proximity to
the town centre

January 2010

Alignment with Town
Plan Objectives

•
•

Objective 3
Objective 9

Rationale / Outputs

Indicative
Cost

In order to improve the
ease of access of
visitors into the town
centre there is a need
to improve the long stay
coach parking facilities.
Further work will be

Low /
Medium

Indicative
Phasing
(Short,
medium
and long
term)
Short /
medium

Lead
Organisation

Support

ERYC
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Project 4.2:
Westwood
Visitor
Facilities

Provision of basic
visitor facilities in the
Westwood e.g. public
toilets, signage etc.

•
•

Objective 3
Objective 7

Project 4.3:
Beverley
Town Centre
Manager (or
management
team)

Individual (team) to
be responsible for
coordination of
promotional
activities, festivals
etc.

•
•
•
•

Objective 1
Objective 2
Objective 3
Objective 4

Project 4.4:
Visitor
Signage
Strategy

Brown signs at key
routes within 10
miles of Beverley
and esp. off A1079
and A63 to Beverley
highlighting:
•
Minster
•
Historic Market

•
•
•

Objective 5
Objective 6
Objective 7

January 2010

required by ERYC to
identify the most
appropriate location for
this facility and the
quantum of spaces to
be allowed for.
Improving the overall
visitor offer investment
will be made in the
Westwood facilities.
This project would aim
to deliver new
picnicking facilities and
attractive outdoor
furniture (benches,
barbecue stands etc…)
The co-ordination of a
number of the projects
aimed at improving the
retail and visitor
economy will need to
be managed by a
central post (team).
Initially it is proposed
that a single post is
appointed.
In order to improve the
promotion of the town
and its cultural and
visitor assets
investment will be
required to signing on
the periphery of the
town. Attractive signs

Low –
Source of
revenue
funding
would need
to be
confirmed

Short

Beverley
Town Council
/ Pasture
Masters

Low
revenue
costs – 1
FTE post
Job
description
will need to
be drawn
up and
salary
agreed
Low

Short

Beverley
Town Council
/ ERYC

VHEY

Short

Beverley
Town Council

ERYC
Highways
Highways
Agency
VHEY
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Project 4.5:
Town Centre
Signage
Strategy and
Beverley
Town Trail

Investment Development Strategy

Town
•
Westwood
•
Beverley Beck
•
Racecourse
Delivery of the
Beverley Town Trail
alongside the
development of a
town centre signage
strategy

•
•

Objective 6
Objective 7

Project 4.6:
Promotional
Activities

Extension of the
Event calendar and
marketing material.
This could include:
•
Enhanced
Beverley
website
•
Beverley Visitor
Guide
•
Beverley Food
and Drink Guide
•
Beverley
“What’s on”
•
Forthcoming
events publicity /
signage on main
approaches to
town

•

Objective 5

Project 4.7:
Memorial Hall
/ New Cultural
Facilities

Improvements to the
Memorial Hall
creating a modern
‘first-rate’ community
venue.

•
•

Objective 3
Objective 4

January 2010

will need to be
commissioned and
strategically placed on
the highway network.
In order to improve
movement around the
town a signage strategy
will be implemented
alongside Beverley
Town Trail marketing
material.
Improving the events
calendar will be an
important component of
attracting greater
numbers of visitors to
the town and enhancing
the cultural offer for
local residents. The
project will deliver a
sustained programme
of marketing outputs.

The residents of
Beverley have over a
number of years
requested an improved
community facility /

Low

Short

ERYC

Town Trail
Committee

Low

Short

Beverley
Town Council

VHEY
Private sector
stakeholders
(seek to offset
costs of
production
through
revenue from
advertising)

Medium /
High –
Funding
currently
being

Medium

Beverley
Memorial Hall
Trust
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Project 4.8:
Cycle
Beverley

Continued promotion
of cycling in Beverley
to existing residents
and to visitors.
Potential
improvements to
existing cycleways
and their extension
where appropriate. A
Bike Hire scheme
could in the longerterm be promoted
within the town.

•

Objective 9

Project 4.9:
Westwood
Hospital

Marketing of site for
mixed use
redevelopment

•
•
•

Objective 3
Objective 4
Objective 8

January 2010

venue. This building
represents one
potential opportunity to
realise this aspiration.
The proposed
improvements to
facilities will potentially
enable the delivery of a
number of events
outlined in Project 4.6.
The project set out
within the latest
business plan will
deliver a new singlestorey block and a
significant upgrading of
facilities.
Encouraging the use of
sustainable forms of
transport is an
important objective for
the Town Plan. This
scheme will continue to
build on investment in
cycleways in the town.
The Project will deliver
new marketing material
and examine the
potential to introduce
new secure facilities for
bikes at appropriate
locations in the town.
Improving the hotel
offer within the Town
will be important in

sought

Low

Short

ERYC

Low
(private
sector led

Short /
Medium

Humber
Mental Health
PCT / ERYC /

VHEY / Private
Sector Hotel
Operators
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including boutique
hotel overlooking
Westwood.

January 2010

attracting more shortbreak visits. This site
represents an almost
unique opportunity to
deliver a boutique hotel
within the town. Further
detailed work will need
to be undertaken to
identify the size of the
hotel which can be
accommodated in the
existing building and
surrounding site.

potential
role in
assisting in
the
marketing
of the
opportunity)

BTC
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