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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION
1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

What is this document?
This submission version Pocklington Neighbourhood Plan (PNP) has been
drawn up by a Steering Group of local people who have been voluntarily working
together to develop the plan on behalf of Pocklington Town Council and the local
community. Following on from a previous community survey, residents and groups
were able to comment on a consultation draft version of this plan. This document is
part 1 of the plan and sets out the plan’s vision, objectives, and policies. Part 2 of
the plan is a polices map and the Pocklington Design Guide and Codes form’s part
3 (providing more detailed design guidance to inform and help determine
development proposals and planning applications).
What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
A Neighbourhood Plan (NP) gives local people a stronger voice in decisions about
proposals for future development. If approved at a referendum and adopted by the
East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the final Pocklington Neighbourhood Plan (PNP)
will become part of the statutory ‘development plan’. Decisions on planning
applications in the PNP area will then be made using the policies of both the East
Riding Local Plan (ERLP) and the (final) PNP. Planning decisions must by law be
taken in line with the development plan unless other material considerations
indicate otherwise.
Neighbourhood plans need to be in general conformity with, and support the
delivery of, national policy and local planning policies. A National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) sets out the government’s planning policies for England. The
ERLP is the name for the suite of planning documents that provide the
development plan for the whole of the East Riding.
What area does the plan cover?
Following a proposal from Pocklington Town Council in 2013, ERYC ran
consultation in 2014 of people living, working, or carrying out business in
Pocklington, as well as other statutory consultees, so that they could express their
views on the proposed area for the PNP. All respondents were fully supportive of
the area designated and the area was formally designated at an ERYC meeting on
18 June 2014. This followed a recommendation by the ERYC cabinet on 22 April
2014 after the period of public consultation. The area designated for the PNP,
which includes Pocklington Industrial Estate, is shown in Figure 1.
Why has a Neighbourhood Plan been produced for Pocklington?
Pocklington Town Council initially decided to prepare a neighbourhood plan
because it was concerned about the scale, quality and nature of development
taking place in the town. A neighbourhood plan offered an opportunity to develop
planning policies for the town to help to safeguard the character of the town, its
rural setting and important local facilities and features. A community survey further
confirmed the need for this plan.
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What are the next steps in producing the plan?
1.6 The Town Council has undertaken consultation on a draft Neighbourhood Plan,
made amendments to the draft plan or set out reasons why changes haven’t been
made. This version of the Pocklington Neighbourhood Plan is for submission to East
Riding of Yorkshire Council for further consultation and examination, the next stages
are summarised below in Figure 2.
The Town Council submits the Pocklington Neighbourhood
Plan & supporting documents to ERYC
ERYC checks the PNP & supporting documents - &
then ssues the plan for a 6 week consultation
An independent examiner considers the plan and all
the representations submitted - and issues a report
If satisfied with the Inspector's report, ERYC proceeds
to a community referendum, more than half of those
voting need to support the plan
As a ‘made’ plan, the Neighbourhood Plan is used in
determining planning applications.

1.7

1.8

What requirements/obligations does the Plan have to meet?
To be ‘made’ (in planning terminology), a Neighbourhood Plan must meet certain
basic conditions. A Basic Conditions Statement has been submitted alongside this
plan. One of the Basic Conditions is whether the Plan is compatible with directives
for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and for protected Habitats and
Birds. These directives are transposed into UK law by the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004) and the Conservation
of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010). In meeting these obligations, the
national Planning Practice Guidance sets out that an initial screening stage is
required to establish whether a Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have significant
environment effects.
ERYC provided a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Opinion
in November 2019. This concluded that the proposed ‘policy directions’ of the
Pocklington Neighbourhood Plan were not likely to have significant environmental
effects. Similarly, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Initial Screening
Opinion from ERYC also concluded that the proposed policy is unlikely to have
significant environmental effects on the protected sites. This included consideration
of any ‘in-combination effects’, which have also been assessed through the HRA of
the Local Plan. Therefore, an Appropriate Assessment for the Pocklington
Neighbourhood Plan is not required.
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SECTION 2: LOCAL CONTEXT & COMMUNITY VIEWS
2.1

Introduction to Pocklington
Pocklington is a small market town and civil parish with a recorded population of
8,337 at the 2011 Census, estimated to have risen to 9,118 in 2018. It is located
within a largely arable farmed rural area and is situated at the foot of the
Yorkshire Wolds. The attraction of the Yorkshire Wolds provides outstanding
cycling, walking and heritage opportunities. The town’s attractions and facilities
provide a basis for a growing visitor economy. Burnby Hall Gardens and
Museum is nationally known and recognised with its renowned water lily
collection. Pocklington Arts Centre is an award-winning multi-arts venue which
offers live events, cinema exhibitions and workshops.

2.2

The town has a long and important history and was identified in the Domesday
Book as a substantial settlement. The 2018 discovery of an Iron Age chariot
burial on the edge of the town has been rated of international importance. The
town’s skyline is marked by the 15th century west tower of All Saint’s parish
church. Pocklington Beck has had a key influence on the town’s development
and the town has a rich base of heritage assets including a Conservation Area,
listed buildings and the Pocklington Canal. The economy of the town is a mixture
of retail, commercial and professional businesses, mostly in the small rather than
medium or larger enterprise categories. The two largest employers are the two
secondary schools. The former airfield has developed into the Pocklington
Industrial Estate and Business Park, as well as hosting The Wolds Gliding Club.

2.3

Pocklington is situated 15 miles east of York and 20 miles west of Hull. It is
accessed from the A1079 linking York, Market Weighton, Beverley and Hull.

Figure 3: Pocklington's location in the East Riding of Yorkshire
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2.4

The East Riding Local Plan (ERLP) Strategy Document (2016) includes the
following Place Statement for Pocklington which summarises key challenges and
opportunities facing the town.

Evidence Underpinning the PNP
2.5

This submission version PNP has been drawn up in the context of the July 2021
NPPF and the 2016 Adopted ERLP. The proposed policies and proposals in the
2021 ERLP Update have also been considered. The ERLP includes a range of
planning policies which address many of the challenges and issues faced by
Pocklington and other places in the East Riding, based on an extensive evidence
base. The explanation paragraphs for each policy in Sections 5 and 6 of this plan
provide an overview of the evidence and justification for each policy. The primary
evidence sources that have been used are as follows:
 Pocklington Design Code (PDC), 2021
 Pocklington Townscape Character Assessment (TCA), 2019
 Community Survey Report (CSR), 2019
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Pocklington Conservation Area Appraisal (CAA), 2009
East Riding Biodiversity Action Plan (ERYBAP), 2010
Pocklington Local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) 2018
East Riding Landscape Character Assessment (LCA), 2018
ERLCA Selected Settlements Update for Pocklington (SSU), 2013
East Riding Local Plan Sustainable Transport Supplementary Planning
Document, (SDSPD) 2016
East Riding Town Centres, Retail and Leisure Study (TCRL), 2019
York, North Yorkshire & East Riding LEP, 21st Century Towns (21CT), 2019
East Riding Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), 2019
East Riding Annual Monitoring Report (AMR), 2021
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 East Riding Employment Land Review (ELR), 2020
 National Design Code (NDC), 2019
 East Riding of Yorkshire Open Space Area Supply Report (OSAS), 2020

Community Consultation
2.6 The steering group overseeing the preparation of this plan are members of the
local community and has sought to take on board the views of local residents and
other stakeholders including local
schools, local estate agents, local
builders, and local businesses
throughout all stages. An extensive
Community Survey was undertaken in
April 2019. Paper survey forms were
distributed to all households in the area
of the plan (4,300 copies distributed),
while an online version of the survey
was also widely advertised. In the
event, 963 survey returns were
received, about two thirds of them
online. The survey consultancy ‘People
and Places Insight Ltd’ worked with the
Steering Group to help develop the
questions for the paper-based survey
before designing the online survey,
structured into a number of sections,
Cover page of survey
and including open-ended questions
inviting people to say whatever they wished.
2.7 All returned surveys, whether paper-based or online were returned directly to
People and Places Ltd for data entry, analysis, and reporting. The survey results
are based on 963 submitted responses. These respondents spoke for
households comprising a total of 1,710 people. The consultant’s final report from
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the survey is available on the Pocklington Town Council website. In addition to the
main survey report, the responses to the open-ended questions were scanned,
looking for words or phrases of interest. The results of these scans helped to
inform this plan.
Views of Young People
2.8

2.9

During June 2019 the local charity
Young People Count (YPC) carried
out a specific consultation to discover
how young people engage with
Pocklington, what they would change
and what they would like to see
provided. A total of 90 people were
consulted, most were between the ages
of 12-18, but some parents were also
included. Whilst this was not directly
part of the Neighbourhood Plan
consultation, this engagement identified
a range of different support needs for
young people in the town. Work by
YPC has highlighted the number of 0–
Cover page of survey report
15-year-olds living in Pocklington is
sizeable (1,491 at the 2011 Census), for which there is currently only sportsrelated youth provision. At the time of the survey there were no detached youth, or
other voluntary support services for young people in Pocklington. A YPC place is
now provided in Pocklington town centre providing a space and support for all
young people aged between 11 and 18 living in or around Pocklington.
What did the survey tell us?
The significant level of responses to the community survey has provided a clear
steer as to the concerns and priorities of the local community. The town’s
environment and the future development of Pocklington are classed as extremely
important by the local community. The survey captured concerns that Pocklington
is already over-extended, in terms of the capacity of its services and the capacity
of its road networks. Retaining Pocklington’s character and heritage and its local
identity and distinctiveness featured strongly in the survey results, as did concerns
about recent and future housing development. There is widespread community
concern about any further housing development because of its contribution to
already worsened traffic congestion. There is a view, expressed by many
respondents, that the existing road infrastructure, which is generally incapable of
capacity increases, cannot meet even the present scale of housing development.
Results from the CSR are summarised in Table 2:
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Table 1: Summary of Views from the Community Survey
Local Views on Housing
•

When asked about the level of further allocation for new housing that would
be appropriate for Pocklington, additional to the approximate 1,250 houses
already specified in the Local Plan, 61% of respondents stated that no
further housing at all should be built during the planning period.

•

Respondents had very clear views on the attributes that new housing in new
developments should possess, which included: garages that will
accommodate today's cars (97%), adequate off-street parking (94%), wellconnected street and path networks to give more opportunities for people to
safely and easily walk, cycle or use public transport, good transport and
services (96%), a place to store refuse bins (90%) and that the
developments themselves should contain some roads that are convenient
for bus services (89%).

•

There was support for the Government’s technical standards for new homes
and the government endorsed industry-standard "Homes for Life 12 - 91% of
respondents stated it was important that new housing is built to high and
sustainable standards that meet people's needs.

•

75% of respondents said it was important to support ERYC in the provision
of affordable housing in new developments in line with the Local Plan.

Local Views on Transport
•

97% said it was important to encourage sustainable and co-ordinated
provision of routes for all modes of transport, covering public and private
transport, cycling and walking, and to facilitate healthy lifestyles.

•

96% felt that new housing developments should have layouts with wellconnected street and path networks to give people more opportunities to
safely walk and cycle and use public transport.

•

96% felt that the existing cycling and walking networks in the town should be
protected and extended.

•

60% of respondents stated that on-street parking is problematic in the town.

Local Views on the Environment
•

97% stated that it was important to protect and develop all aspects of the
local environment.

•

99% reported that it was important that existing hedgerows, street trees and
woodland in the town should be retained and integrated wherever possible.

•

99% reported that accessible green spaces within the town and the local
landscape should be protected.

•

98% stated that flood prevention measures should be both effective and be
used to enhance open spaces.
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•

99% agreed that the local landscape should be protected and enhanced.

•

94% stated that important views to and from the town should be maintained.

Local Views on the Economy & Employment
•

99% agreed that it is important for Pocklington to retain its retail, commercial
and leisure locations in the town centre.

•

94% agreed that developments for commercial, retail and leisure use on
existing retail sites in the town's primary shopping area should be supported.

•

92% agreed that development of the industrial estate to assist existing
businesses and encourage new businesses should be supported.

•

75% agreed that the Tuesday market makes a valuable contribution to the
town's economy.

•

97% stated that it was important to support the development of Pocklington's
town centre and the vibrancy of its economy.

•

94% of respondents said it was important to improve local employment
opportunities, covering what Pocklington has to offer both employers &
employees.

Local Views on Community Activities

2.10

•

89% reported that it was important to support the town's leisure and cultural
activities and the development of the town as a tourist destination

•

In terms of suggested improvements, the predominant theme was parking: a
visitors’ car park of a useful size for Pocklington was lacking; Burnby Hall
Gardens frequently have their business operation impacted by the town's
lack of parking, especially for coaches; and the Francis Scaife Leisure
Centre has far too little parking.

Pocklington Town Council undertook consultation on a draft version of the
Pocklington Neighbourhood Plan and the Pocklington Design Guide & Codes in
2022. The responses and proposed amendments or reasons for not making a
change are set out in a Consultation Statement document that has been
prepared and submitted to ERYC along with this Plan.
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SECTION 3: VISION & OBJECTIVES
3.1

3.2

3.3

National and Global Goals
Contributing to the achievement of sustainable development is identified as the
purpose of the planning system in the NPPF, which highlights that “Neighbourhood
plans can shape, direct and help to deliver sustainable development”. At a very
high level, the objective of sustainable development can be summarised as:
meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs (Resolution 42/187 of the United Nations
general assembly).
Members of the United Nations – including the UK – have agreed to pursue 17
global goals for sustainable development in the period to 2030. These address
social progress, economic well-being, and environmental protection (Transforming
Our World, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development). The NPPF identifies
three overarching and interdependent economic, social, and environmental
objectives, which need to be pursued in mutually supportive ways to achieve
sustainable development and secure net gains across each.
Key Stages of Work to Date
The work undertaken to prepare this plan is set out below in Figure 4.
Initial Research and Evidence Gathering
by sub groups looking at transport, housing, the
economy, the environment and leisure issues
Townscape Character Assessment 2019
describes the character & special distinctiveness of the
town with guidance for future development
Policy Directions Document 2019
sets out initial ideas about planning policies for
Pocklington, based on the above stages of work
Public Consultation, April/June 2019
Community survey undertaken in April 2019 and final
report issued on findings in June 2019
Consultation Draft Plan, March 2022
Based on the community survey results, policy
directions document and all the work to date.
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3.4

Neighbourhood Plan Vision
The steering group have a developed a vision for Pocklington which takes into
account the above stages of work, a local evidence base and the views of the local
community as summarised in section 2. The following vision for Pocklington is
proposed by the steering group.

The Neighbourhood Plan’s Vision for Pocklington
Pocklington will remain an attractive and desirable place to live,
work and visit and will be a thriving and vibrant community which
protects and enhances its distinctive character, its rich heritage as an
East Yorkshire market town and its natural assets such as its own
green spaces, its location in the Vale of York and its proximity to the
Yorkshire Wolds.

3.5

Neighbourhood Plan Objectives
To help translate the vision into a set of planning policies, that reflect the
aspirations of the local community, objectives have been developed under the
following headings and these are further explained at Table 2:

Community,
culture, and
leisure

Transport

Housing

Vibrant &
Distinctive
Market
Town

Environment

Economy
and
Employment

Figure 5: Pocklington Neighbourhood Plan Objectives
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Table 2: Pocklington Neighbourhood Plan Objectives
Objective
Supporting
Pocklington
as a Vibrant
& Distinctive
Market Town

Meeting local
housing
needs with
high
standard
homes
Encouraging
sustainable
and
coordinated
transport
provision
Protecting
and
enhancing
the
environment
Supporting
the economy
and
employment
Supporting a
wide range
of
community
activities

Rationale
The town’s environment and the future development of Pocklington
are classed as extremely important by the local community. The
town centre is the focal point of the community and as a historic core
has a great influence on the character of the town. Local people want
the town’s businesses to flourish so that residents and visitors can
enjoy and access a vibrant range of shops and services. There is
concern that Pocklington is already over-extended in terms of the
capacity of its services and the capacity of its congested road
networks. Retaining Pocklington’s character and heritage and its
local identity and distinctiveness featured strongly in the community
survey as did concerns about recent and future housing
development.
Pocklington needs a wider choice and a better mix of housing to meet
the needs of the local community. New housing needs to be built to
high and sustainable standards and provide a functional living
environment, so that indoor rooms and outdoor spaces are all
designed to be useable by occupants whether it’s parking a car,
storing a bin, or using a bedroom.
Pocklington is a compact town which should enable people to walk
and cycle to its facilities and attractions. However, new housing
developments with few access points and connections have not
helped to promote a more walkable town. Better walking and cycling
links as part of an overall network can help support more active and
healthy lifestyles. Better bus services have a key role to play in
providing transport choice and tackling climate change.
Residents value Pocklington’s environment. Many built and natural
features contribute to the setting, character, and heritage of
Pocklington. A varied mix of green corridors and wedges, settlement
gaps, views, building materials and styles and street patterns all
contribute to a rich and attractive local environment. The upper
reaches of Pocklington Canal (an SSSI) lie in the Plan area.
The town is a key economic hub in the East Riding with the Industrial
Estate and Business Park playing a significant role in the local
economy. Leisure and tourism provide a growth opportunity linked to
assets such as the Arts Centre, Burnby Hall and numerous walking
and cycling opportunities in the Yorkshire Wolds & surrounding area.
The town has a strong presence of arts, cultural, educational, leisure
and recreational organisations which are strongly valued and support
a wide range of activities. Existing and new facilities, alongside a
network of open spaces, are a vital community infrastructure for the
town and its residents and visitors.
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3.6

Introduction to the Planning Policies
The ERLP includes a wide range of planning policies that address many of the
issues faced by Pocklington and other places in the East Riding. The Local Plan’s
policies are based on an extensive evidence base. The policies in this submission
version PNP address issues that are felt to need greater and more Pocklingtonspecific attention and closely relate to the Pocklington Design Guide and Codes.

3.7

Eight policies have been developed for the Neighbourhood Plan to deliver the
vision and objectives. These policies aim to influence the quality of future
development in Pocklington, improve the look, feel and function of the town,
enhance our living, working and leisure environment and improve movement.

3.8

Planning policies in a neighbourhood plan must relate to the use and development
of land. A Neighbourhood Plan should be produced to help guide development,
rather than to prevent it. The policies in this plan aim to add value to, rather than
repeat, existing National and Local Plan policies.

3.9

Where applicable the implications of the eight planning policies are shown on the
draft Pocklington Neighbourhood Plan Policies Map which accompanies this
submission version plan.
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SECTION 4: STRATEGIC POLICIES
4.1

4.2

This section sets out ‘strategic’ overarching policies for all land uses. The policies
relate to the objective of ‘supporting Pocklington as a distinctive and thriving
market town’. ‘Thematic’ topic policies are set out in Section 5.

Policy 1: Managing Pocklington’s Growth

As set out in the NPPF the overall purpose of the planning is to contribute to the
achievement of sustainable development and achieve economic, social, and
environmental objectives. The ERLP aims to ensure that Pocklington will
continue to be a thriving market town and that new development will have
respected its cultural and built heritage and the nearby Yorkshire Wolds
Important Landscape Area. The Yorkshire Wolds are currently being considered
by Natural England, the Government’s adviser on the natural environment, as a
potential area to be designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). In identifying the Yorkshire Wolds as one of four Important Landscape
Areas, Policy ENV2 in the ERLP (Promoting a high quality landscape) requires
that special attention is given to ensuring developments are of an appropriately
high quality and will not adversely affect the historic and special character,
appearance or natural conservation value.
Figure 6: Important Landscape Areas

Source: East Riding Local Plan Strategy Document, April 2016
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4.3

Pocklington has experienced a high and rapid scale of development and change
over recent years. From its historic beginnings the town has spread significantly
over the last 60 years to the north, south and east within distinct and identifiable
sectors (TCA). Careful and respectful planning is required to ensure that in the
future the needs for development are balanced more effectively with the need to
protect and enhance the quality of life in the town. Pocklington’s environment and
the future development of Pocklington are classed as extremely important by
respondents to the community survey.

4.4

Pocklington is a small freestanding market town situated at the foot of the
Yorkshire Wolds with a series of villages surrounding the town, each less than 2
miles away. Policy 1 reflects the town’s market town function which is central to
the ERLP Place Statement for Pocklington, the views of the local community and
the findings of the 2019 TCA and the 2021 PDC. The town is located within a
largely arable farmed rural area and is situated at the foot of the Yorkshire Wolds.
It is built on the well-draining “Pocklington Gravel Formation”, laid down during
the last ice age. The town’s shape is closely aligned to Pocklington Beck which
runs from the foothills of the Wolds to the north. The surrounding landscape is
characterised (by the LCA, 2018) as arable farmland of varying qualities, with the
two relevant landscape character types being ‘Flat Open Farmland’ and ‘Open
Farmland’.

4.5

99% of respondents to the community survey felt it was important to protect
Pocklington’s character and heritage and to retain its local identity and
distinctiveness. There are strong relationships, historic and current, between the
town and the surrounding countryside which is predominantly agricultural land
surrounding the town. The landscape to the west, south and east of Pocklington
is ‘flat open farmland’ - a generally flat, open landscape consisting of drained
intensively farmed arable land with occasional grass fields (ERLCA, 2018).

4.6

Pocklington is a relatively compact town which helps to support active travel
modes. The Selected Settlements Update SSU, 2013 of the East Riding
Landscape Character Assessment 2005 also highlighted how new built
development on the urban edge would encroach onto the rural character of the
town’s setting.

4.7

Policy 1 aims to ensure that in terms of the local settlement and development
pattern a clear separation is maintained with nearby settlements and built-up
areas. Pocklington is located within a largely arable farmed rural area with the
villages of Barmby Moor 2.4km to the west, Allerthorpe 2.4km to the south-west
and Hayton 3km to the south-east. 80% of respondents to the community survey
agreed that the physical separation of Pocklington and Barmby Moor was
important and should be maintained. This approach is also set out in draft
Neighbourhood Plan for Barmby Moor. The TCA 2019 guidelines seek to
maintain locally distinct settlements – by maintaining the clear separation of
16

Pocklington from the Pocklington Industrial Estate and the Business Park, as well
as the nearby village of Barmby Moor.
4.8

A detrimental impact on a gap between settlements could include uses requiring
new buildings, structures, car parking, lighting, and hard surfacing, those that
detract from the open nature of the area. Certain forms of development, such as
informal recreation (e.g., walking, cycling, nature conservation) and formal
recreation, may still retain the openness of the countryside. Policy 8 also
identifies Pocklington airfield as an important community amenity.

Policy 1: Managing Pocklington’s Growth
All new development, changes in land use, public realm improvements and other
infrastructure projects in Pocklington should:
A. Support and respect Pocklington’s function as a small historic East Yorkshire
market town, reinforcing its role as a rural service centre providing services and
facilities that meet the needs of the local community, surrounding settlements
and visitors.
B. Be well-designed, high-quality, and sustainable to protect and enhance the
character, heritage, and sense of place of the town for future generations.
C. Respect the town’s attractive rural setting at the foot of the Yorkshire Wolds, in
particular by safeguarding the high quality landscape to the north east of the
town that greatly enhances the setting of Pocklington and is highly sensitive to
change.
D. Support and enhance Pocklington as a green, compact, walkable, and sociable
town, enabling people to interact and helping to retain a community feel.
E. Protect the area between both the town of Pocklington and the Pocklington
industrial estate with the village of Barmby Moor as a settlement gap to protect
their individual character and avoid coalescence. (see the Policies Map)
F. Protect the area between the town of Pocklington and the Pocklington Industrial
Estate as a town gap to retain a sense of openness between these built-up areas
and to support the role of Pocklington airfield as an important community
amenity. (See the Policies Map)
G. Support a pattern of development that retains the distinct identities of the town of
Pocklington and the villages of Allerthorpe, Barmby Moor and Hayton.
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4.9

Policy 2: Pocklington Design Principles

The National Design Guide (NDG) explains that a well-designed place is unlikely
to be achieved by focusing only on the appearance, materials and detailing of
buildings. It comes about through making the right choices at all levels, including:
the layout; the form and scale of buildings; their appearance; landscape;
materials; and their detailing. Achieving high quality design and valuing the
special character of the East Riding's settlements are key objectives of the ERLP,
which reinforces the NPPF’s emphasis on achieving well-designed places.

4.10

To help achieve these imperatives the Pocklington Design Guide & Codes
(PDC) has been produced in 2021 to help secure context driven, high quality
development in Pocklington. This forms Part 3 of the PNP. It will be used
differently by different actors in the planning and development process, including
through co-design processes. Polices 2 and 3 draw on and reflect the PDC and
the findings of the TCA 2019, which the PDC further develops.

4.11

The PDC explains that “both town and country connect and relate in their
complementary roles and characteristics that also help to determine the local
distinctiveness of Pocklington”. Policy 2 highlights the need to promote a
“sensitive transition” between the built environment and the open countryside –
to maintain the rural character and aspect of the town through building styles and
planting/green infrastructure that helps to integrate development with the
surrounding landscape. Visual and physical access connections should be made
with the surrounding countryside.

4.12

Pocklington Wood and the Chapel Hill area to the northeast of Pocklington are
key landscape features characterised by relatively steep hills that rise to the
foothills of the Wolds. The Yorkshire Wolds is identified in the ERLP as an
‘Important Landscape Area’. The 2018 Landscape Character Assessment (LCA)
update for the East Riding of Yorkshire sets out that Pocklington lies within and
towards the eastern extent of the Vale of York National Character Area - an area
of relatively flat, low-lying land surrounded by higher land to the north, east and
west. ‘Flat open farmland’ is the landscape type identified to the west, south and
east of Pocklington by the LCA. ‘Open farmland’ is located north and east of
Pocklington (east of the Derwent corridor), including farmland that rises up to the
edge of the Yorkshire Wolds.

4.13

The TCA draws on the 2013 Selected Settlements Update (SSU) undertaken as
part of the 2005 LCA. This update describes the character and sensitivity of the
landscape around the edge of the town of Pocklington and was used to inform
allocations in the ERLP. A considerable amount of new residential development
has taken place within and on the edges of the town since 2013. The TCA though
identifies that the overall sensitivities identified in the SSU are still broadly
relevant but should be reduced in overall area in some instances to reflect the
further development. The SSU established that “Pocklington is a relatively
compact town and as a rule has limited capacity to accept new-built development
18

on the urban edge without encroaching onto the rural character or its setting”. A
Table and Map from the SSU showing landscape sensitivity around
Pocklington are included at pages 14 and 15 of the TCA which show that:

4.14

•

The areas to the north and east of the town represent a more attractive
landscape – associated with tree cover, gently undulating landform, and
views of the surrounding landscape

•

The areas to the west and north-west of the town were considered to be
least sensitive in landscape terms to the introduction of new development,
along with smaller areas to the south and south-west

As highlighted in the PDC the town’s compact historic core boasts a variety of
architectural styles and detailing including Georgian, Victorian, and Edwardian
buildings, many of which front Market Street and Market Place. Pocklington’s
compact historic core branches out from around the medieval Church of All
Saints. This area encapsulates the town’s origins as a traditional market town and
includes the Conservation Area, which includes a series of interlocking squares.
Market Place and Market Street are pedestrianised and used for the town’s
Tuesday markets. The town’s skyline is marked by the 15 th century west tower of
All Saint’s parish church – a prominent and historic landmark which as ‘the
Cathedral of the Wolds’ is visible from all the historic streets that lead into the
town.
P

P

4.15

Pocklington does not have dominant distinctive characteristics; variety is key to
its character. Respecting the use of local building styles and materials helps to
reinforce identity and avoid uniformity. The town does not have a strong overall
identity from the use of materials. However, the use of particular materials is
evident in various parts of the town, and this contributes significantly to the
particular character of that area. Using a mix and variety of materials, colours,
building sizes, styles, scales, forms and roofscapes that are found in Pocklington
across development sites helps to avoid uniformity in appearance and maintain
and enhance local character. The PDC is not prescriptive in its requirements.

4.16

Most properties in the town are two storeys, though the historic core comprises
includes three storey buildings. Trees and hedgerows form an important part of
the character and attractiveness of Pocklington. When asked in the public
consultation survey, 94% of respondents agreed that the overall linear form and
street pattern of the town should be respected wherever possible.
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Policy 2: Pocklington Design Principles
A. Proposals should have regard to the design principles set out in the Pocklington
Design Guide and Codes.
B. Proposals for new development and public spaces should protect and enhance
the setting and market town character of Pocklington, demonstrating high quality
design, form, and layout that:
0B

i
ii
iii
iv
v

vi
vii

1B

Avoids the most sensitive locations and, where appropriate, providing
reduced scale and density-built form in more sensitive locations.
Makes visual and access connections between existing and new built
development and the surrounding countryside.
Assesses and protects existing viewpoint corridors to All Saints Parish
Church and where possible creates new viewpoint corridors.
Protects and enhances the distinctive and traditional character of the town
centre with its interlocking squares, town streets and back lanes.
Reinforce the overall linear street pattern and connectivity of the town,
generally avoiding cul-de-sacs for ease of making pedestrian and cycle
links.
Makes a positive contribution to the street scene and adds value to the
distinctive character of the immediate vicinity.
Uses building styles and mitigation planting to soften and avoid prominent
built form edges around the town.

C. Distinctive development proposals that reinforce Pocklington’s local identity will be
supported, by development and buildings that:
i
Reflect the variety in Pocklington’s building styles which include terrace,
villa, semi-detached and detached house types; the eclectic mix of building
types in the centre; and Victorian, Georgian, and Edwardian building styles.
ii Use distinctive decorative features such as stone detailing.
iii Reflect building materials used in Pocklington and their variety – including
different chimney pots, Welsh slate and red pantile roofs, and different local
brick colours.
iv Use hard and soft boundary treatments and materials that reflect the
characteristics of nearby areas and streets.
v Reflect the different heights of buildings in the different parts of the town.
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Policy 3: Radial Routes
4.17

Both the PDC and TCA identify that several wide streets radiate from the centre
of Pocklington. As well as enabling people and goods to move around in
Pocklington, these streets have an important influence on the feel of the town. As
public spaces streets also provide opportunities for socialising, relaxing, shopping
and recreation. Seven key radial routes provide the town’s primary vehicular and
pedestrian access, as well as overall connectivity. Each corridor is important as a
key gateway to the town, as a movement corridor and in terms of its historic
origins. A general pattern of transition occurs along many of the corridors.

4.18

Three types of corridors are identified in the PDC as shown on Figure 7 below.
Most corridors are predominantly suburban in character, the green and semi-rural
corridors have a more unique character. The aim is to increase the degree to
which all the radial routes can be considered as ‘green corridors’, helping the
town respond to climate change and encouraging healthy lifestyles, and
enhancing these corridors as important features of Pocklington as recognised by
the community survey. Any infill development should respond to the character of
the overall corridor and the transitional zone into which it falls.
U

U

Figure 7: Types of Corridors (PDC)
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The PDC as shown below also establishes the need to protect Burnby Hall and
Burnby Lane as a green wedge into the town – along the route of the former
railway line and including the important visitor attraction of Burnby Hall Gardens.

4.19

Figure 8: Green Wedge (PDC)

Policy 3: Radial Routes
Development proposals, changes in land use, public realm and infrastructure projects
in Pocklington should:
A
B
C
D
E

Protect and enhance the role of Pocklington’s seven radial routes as important
gateways to the town and movement corridors and respect their historic origins.
Reflect the existing role of Burnby Lane as a semi-rural corridor and green
wedge and West Green as a green corridor.
Improve the function of all seven routes as green corridors by encouraging the
use of hedgerow boundaries, native trees, and green verges/buffers.
Respect and enhance the character of the whole route and the urban, suburban,
and semi-rural transition zones from the centre to the edge along each route
Continue and link to existing paths and cycleways along the radial routes and
provide safe and clear and coherent connections between the radial routes for
cyclists and pedestrians.
2B

3B

4B

5B

6B
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SECTION 5: THEMATIC POLICIES
5.1

5.2

5.3

This section sets out five thematic policies on housing, the environment,
transport, economy & employment, and community & leisure.

Policy 4 Quality Housing

The Government is seeking to significantly boost the supply of homes and
provide the size, type, and tenure of housing needed (NPPF). Achieving a
healthy and balanced housing market is a key focus of the ERLP. The ERLP
Review Options document highlighted how the Vale of York is a high value and
high demand area of the East Riding and that a significant amount of
development is proposed in this sub-area through the existing Local Plan. The
July 2016 ERLP Allocations Document allocated 7 specific sites in Pocklington
for housing to provide in the order of 1,250 dwellings.
Pocklington Town Council recognises that that there is a Standard Method set
out by national Government for determining housing requirements. The PNP
does not propose any further housing site allocations for the following
reasons:
a) Further allocations are not needed in Pocklington, there is an existing supply
of land for future development. Permission has already been granted for over
1,500 dwellings, 23% higher than the ERLP requirement.
b) A decision was made in 2021 by a Planning Inspector to grant planning
permission to build up to 380 homes off The Balk in Pocklington. This
development, allowed at appeal, overturned ERYC's earlier refusal of
planning permission. PTC and ERYC opposed the development at the
appeal. A High Court challenge by ERYC was also rejected.
c) The proposed distribution of 770 dwellings to Pocklington for the period
2020/21 - 2038/39 is supported in the ERLP Options, is commensurate with
Pocklington’s third tier role as a Town in the Settlement Network.
d) Further allocations would undermine the character and sustainability of the
town - ‘further extensions’ to the ‘existing extensions’ intruding into the
countryside and extending the town well beyond acceptable walking
distances and encroach onto the rural character of Pocklington’s setting.
e) The expansion of Pocklington has placed pressures on Pocklington’s
infrastructure – with key capacity and improvement requirements for
Pocklington’s infrastructure including schools, GP services and highways.

5.4

There are significant community concerns about further housing
development in Pocklington. The CSR highlighted significant concerns about an
increase in traffic congestion and strong support for reducing the need to use a
car. Nearly two thirds of respondents stated that there should be no further
allocation of new housing additional to the approximate 1,250 houses already in
the ERLP. Qualitative comments highlighted the need for ‘Infrastructure to match
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Housing Development’ with the concern that Pocklington is already overextended in terms of facilities and road networks.
5.5

Policy 4 focuses on ensuring that the right type of housing is built to meet
community needs and that homes function effectively. Pocklington needs a wider
choice and a better mix of housing to meet local needs. New housing needs to
be built to high and sustainable standards and provide a functional living
environment, so that indoor rooms and outdoor spaces are all designed to be
useable by occupants whether it’s parking a car, storing a bin, or using a
bedroom. The SHMA identifies that the average household size in East Riding is
reducing and couples with no dependent children are the most common
household type in the East Riding followed by single households

5.6

The SHMA target for the provision of new 4+ bedroom homes is 10-15%. By
contrast in the East Riding the delivered figure was 33% since 2012. The target
for the provision of new 2-bedroom homes is 35-40%, across the East Riding the
level delivered was 19% since 2012 (AMR). The 2017 survey of local estate
agents (EAS) by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group highlighted: an active
and buoyant housing market; the strongest demand being for three-bedroom
semi-detached houses; a need for more bungalows; too many large houses
being built: and a need for more inexpensive two bedroomed terraced houses to
buy.

5.7

A key challenge as set out in the SHMA is to ensure that there is a range of
appropriate housing provision suitable for the area’s ageing population. By
2039, 63% of households will be headed by someone aged 55 or over. Within the
overall need for housing there will also potentially be a need to provide some
specialist (supported) housing. 20% of older people (over the age of 65) across
the East Riding stated a wish to move to smaller (one or two bed)
accommodation within the next five years and the majority of people over 60
living in the East Riding would prefer to live in their own home. The East Riding
of Yorkshire Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2016-2019 identifies the need to
focus on providing properties and adaptations which promote improved wellbeing
and independence.

5.8

The Lifetime Homes Foundation publishes a set of practical design criteria,
originally developed by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, which if applied to a
new build will ensure that during the lifetime of the home it will be easy and
economical to adapt the home to meet the changing needs of people who
become either elderly or develop physical impairment. This will be increasingly
important for people to continue to live independently and allow people over their
lifetime to meet their changing lifestyles and changing space needs. This enables
people to stay in their local community. As a single level type of housing without
a staircase Bungalows provide a popular housing option, particularly for the
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elderly population as supported by comments made to the community survey and
from Estate Agents.
5.9

Across the East Riding the AMR identifies that during 2020-21, 275 affordable
new homes were completed, however considering losses due to transfers to
private stock, there was a net gain of 236. This figure represents an under
delivery of 60 affordable homes against the Local Plan requirement (335 gross
affordable homes per annum).

5.10

Several survey respondents raised concerns, without having been prompted by
specific questions in the survey, about the energy saving properties of new
housing, with a considerable gap between best practice and what is being built.
Respondents suggested features such as solar panels, battery storage, ground
source heat pumps, solar hot water, rainwater capture for use in flushing toilets,
triple glazing, and mechanical ventilation with heat recovery particularly given that
gas boilers should no longer be installed in new housing after 2025.

5.11

Over 90% of community survey respondents indicated that ‘To ensure that new
housing is built to high and sustainable standards that meet the town’s and
occupants’ needs is either ‘Very Important’ or ‘Important’. In terms of new
housing development, the following are rated in CSR responses as either ‘Very
Important’ or ‘Important’;
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

size of garage if it is to count towards parking (97%),
good transport and services (96%),
adequate off street parking (94%),
a place to store refuse bins (90%),
some roads in new developments need to be convenient for buses (89%),
height and closeness to existing housing needs critical assessment when
new housing applications are being assessed (89%),
privacy and not overlooking existing houses’ views (86%),
fibre links to the internet (82%) and use of appropriate local building styles
and materials (78%).
60% of respondents reported that on street parking is problematic in
Pocklington and 30% of respondents stated that on-street parking is
problematic near their home, with 30% mentioning this problem at another
residential location.
In answering the open-ended questions in the community survey, numbers of
survey respondents noted that in recent years the new housing has had
almost no bungalows built, pointing out the value of this type of housing to
elderly people.
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5.12

Pocklington Town Council supports the use of national space standards as
proposed in the ERLP Options consultation. This has been a key missing
element of local planning policy. The Town Council has longstanding concerns
around the size and functionality of rooms and garages being provided in new
developments. Inspection of developers’ brochures of the new estates in
Pocklington show that some designs of house have smallest bedrooms of only
about 65% of that minimum floor area.

5.13The government’s Manual for Streets sets out that garages can be counted as
parking provision providing, they exceed 3M x 6M internally. Typically, all single
garages on new developments are smaller than that, so that all parking provision
must be outdoors. Another practical concern is that the door apertures into these
garages are normally too narrow to accept almost all of today’s cars and SUVs. If a
garage has internal dimensions meeting the government’s Manual for Streets
criteria for classification as parking provision, then it must have a door with an
aperture width large enough for modern vehicles to use it safely and 2.4M is
suggested. The CSR showed that few people used their garages to house vehicles
and the frontages of new homes are often obscured by vehicles.

Policy 4: Quality Housing
A. New residential development in Pocklington should meet the housing
requirements of the whole community and provide a greater choice of housing
by providing a better mix of housing types, including more 2 and 3-bedroom
homes and avoiding large areas of uniform house type and size.
B. The provision of a range of home types will be supported as a response to
people’s changing lifestyles and changing space needs, including wheelchair
accessible and adaptable housing to enable people to stay in their homes as
their needs change over a lifetime.
C. The provision of affordable housing to meet and exceed the requirements of
the East Riding Local Plan will be supported, including the use of community
housing schemes, whereby the homes can be retained in the long term for
local people.
D. The use of modern climate friendly technologies, such as solar panels, battery
storage, ground and air source heat pumps, solar hot water, rainwater capture
for use in flushing toilets, triple glazing, and mechanical ventilation with heat
recovery, is encouraged and supported to reduce heating costs and the carbon
footprint of new and existing development.
E. Functional homes should be developed with well-designed: adequate storage
for bins and recycling; sufficient and well-integrated off-street resident and
visitor parking; usable bedrooms; and garages large enough to accommodate
modern cars and SUVs.
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5.14

Policy 5: Environment

The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan sets out an ambition to leave our
environment in a better state than beforehand and includes an ‘environmental net
gain’ principle for development. The NPPF requires that planning should
contribute to and enhance the natural environment.

5.15

All plans should help to protect and enhance biodiversity assets and help to
provide net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological
networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures. Biodiversity and
climate change are inseparable, and combined, present the greatest threat our
countryside has ever faced. Restoring nature is a primary defence against
climate breakdown, which will accelerate the decline of nature.

5.16

Policies in the ERLP seek to retain and enhance the East Riding’s high-quality
environment, the Yorkshire Wolds are identified as an Important Landscape Area.
Many international, national, and local designated sites are also identified and
recognised by the Local Plan. This includes Pocklington Canal which is a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

5.17

Policy 5 seeks to support the protection and enhancement of local assets that
are important for biodiversity, as well as protected sites. 99% of CSR
respondents felt that it was either ‘Very Important’ (87%) or ‘Important’ (12%) that
the existing hedgerows, street trees and woodland in the town should be retained
and integrated wherever possible.

5.18

Pocklington’s local wildlife corridors are based on the presence of the priority
habitats contained within each, as listed in the ERYBAP. In these three corridors
they include mixed woodland, hedgerows, arable field margins, ponds, and
rivers/streams. The majority of the existing patches of woodland within the
corridors and the local landscape represent the last remaining fragments of this
once widespread habitat that existed prior to intensive human activities. Each
corridor varies in its habitat composition with each having its own unique
characters and are supported by their surrounding environments. The orientation
of all three corridors (see Figure 9) means they each serve as important
steppingstones for many species to move from Pocklington into the wider
landscape and vice versa.
 The north corridor is largely composed of Pocklington Woods; a planted
ancient woodland site (PAWS) and bordered by Kilnwick Percy golf course
which represents a large mosaic of open grassland and scattered trees. Both
supporting a high diversity of fauna of flora with this area Pocklington recently
calculated as having the highest diversity of bird species of Pocklington’s
three wildlife corridors.
 The east corridor comprises Burnby Hall Gardens, nationally recognised for
its flora and hence supports a wide variety of birds and insects, along with
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Primrose Woods which produces a vibrant annual carpet of bluebells (a
biodiversity action plan species across the country) and though not officially
recognised as such it contains species and features that are hallmarks of an
ancient woodland such as spindle.
 The south corridor stretches from West Green, lined with mature Lime,
Chestnut and Maple trees, to Pocklington Canal Head (SSSI) via Pocklington
Beck. The land adjacent to the beck is mostly farmland with hedgerows and
lines of trees both of which support an array of pollinators and birds. Many
farmland specialist bird species which have been declining in recent
decades, such as Skylark, Yellowhammer and Swallow, have been
observed in this corridor with the hedgerows and field margins providing
important foraging habitat.

Figure 9: Pocklington’s Local Wildlife Corridors*
*Other areas of natural habitat around Pocklington are shown in a muted green
while watercourses and bodies of water are highlighted in blue
5.19

Policy 5 also reflects Pocklington’s wider regional importance in
strengthening ecological networks. These corridors (see Figure 10) function
at a larger landscape scale in connecting important habitats which help to create
a permeable landscape for wildlife allowing them to move more freely and
unobstructed through the environment. Many species are required to travel great
distances to find enough resources to sustain themselves, thanks to their
preferred habitats becoming ever more fragmented and isolated. The wildlife
corridors thus represent important green infrastructure in the preservation of
local and regional biodiversity by projecting into the wider landscape, in close
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proximity or immediately adjacent to other natural habitats. Figure 10 collectively
shows:
•

•
•

The major priority habitats for the East Riding - a belt of natural features
running north-south from South Cave to Bishop Wilton and through
Pocklington (further reinforcing the importance of the local wildlife corridors)
The larger (major & minor) corridors that connect these natural features
Buglife’s B-lines, identified as part a nationwide initiative that aims to
identify, expand, and reconnect wildflower-rich sites.

Figure 10: Pocklington’s Location in Wider Ecological Networks*
*The major priority habitat types of the East Riding area reveal a ‘belt’ of natural
habitat stretching north-south from South Cave to Bishop Wilton and passes
through Pocklington incorporating its local wildlife corridors. Arrows
superimposed onto the map indicate the general directions of the major and
minor corridors connecting these natural features. The only Buglife B-line
through the East Riding of Yorkshire passes through Pocklington and overlaps
with the major corridor across the county.
5.20

Nature should be integrated into development, creating new habitats for
species that have been declining as a direct result of habitat loss through urban
expansion. This both supports nature recovery and increases people’s contact
with nature which helps to increase physical and mental health. Native species
are well adapted to their environment and insects, birds, and small mammals are
dependent on the shelter and food sources that native species provide. Property
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located within 450m of public greenspace can be worth up to 19% more with
areas of forest or water in view of houses can result in property values increasing
by 7% and 5% respectively. Retaining ‘soft’ permeable features, such as front
gardens, also helps to alleviate flood risk (in comparison to hard surfaces).

Policy 5: Environment
In achieving biodiversity net gain and supporting nature recovery, development
proposals, changes in land use, public realm and infrastructure projects should:
A. Protect and enhance Pocklington’s existing biodiversity assets including
watercourses, wildflowers, existing hedgerows, woodlands, street trees, grass
verges and green frontages.
B. Protect and enhance Pocklington’s local wildlife corridors. (See Policies Map)
C. Support Pocklington’s role as a regional biodiversity hub, helping to strengthen
ecological networks at the landscape scale, improving connectivity between
individual habitats and enabling wildlife to increase and spread through the wider
countryside.
D. New housing developments should include structural features that enable birds,
bats, and declining species to live alongside people, such as integrated bird and
bat boxes/bricks and hedgehog highways through gardens, to help reverse
wildlife decline.
E. Landscape and planting schemes for new developments should use native and
wildlife friendly trees, shrubs, and plants to enhance local biodiversity.

5.21

Policy 6: Transport

The NPPF and ERLP both place a strong emphasis on sustainable transport.
Promoting more walking and cycling will remain important for Pocklington and will
make an important contribution to tackling climate change, reducing emissions,
improving health and well-being with more physical activity, improving
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accessibility to services and facilities, and enhancing the town as a high-quality
place. The ERLP requires new development to be located to maximise
accessibility to services and facilities and encourage the use of sustainable
modes of transport.
5.22

The LCWIP highlights that a significant proportion of Pocklington residents (36%)
travel less than 2km to their place of work but choose to drive for this short
distance. A high proportion of Pocklington residents (74%) travel between 2km
and 5km to their place of work but choose to commute by car. The CSR showed
the following:
• over half of respondents live within 1km from the town centre in Pocklington,
94% within 2km while only 2% live more than 5km away.
• 58% of those who walk into the town centre do so at least once a day with
33% at least once a week.
• Of those respondents who drive into Pocklington town centre, 33% do so
once a day and 49% once a week.
• A quarter (26%) of respondents’ report that they travel over 5km to their
place of work or study.
• A third of respondents (33%) stated that distance is the deterrent which
stops them from walking or cycling.

5.23

Figure 11 on page 32 from the PDC illustrates 400m, 800m and 1200m walk
bands that roughly equate to 5 minute, 10 minute and 15 minute walking times
from the centre of the town. Although this shows that the town centre is within
approximately 15 minutes of all existing housing areas, this may vary
considerably with the specific topography and directness of actual routes. The
LCWIP identifies walking and cycling routes and networks in Pocklington (as
shown on pages 32 and 33, figures 12 & 13) and identifies proposed
improvements.

31

Figure 11: PDC – Walking Distances in Pocklington
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5.24

It is important that these networks are protected and enhanced/extended,
maximising the benefits of both national and local walking, and cycling routes. As
a gateway to the Yorkshire Wolds Pocklington very much fulfils the role of a
cycling hub for visitors and tourists. An integrated approach can provide walking
and cycling links as part of wider green infrastructure helping to support healthy
lifestyles. Pocklington forms part of different local cycling circuits and forms part
of the national Way of the Roses coast to coast cycle route. The town is a
popular stop off point for cyclists completing longer distance rides on the Way of
the Roses and the Yorkshire Wolds routes. Walkers are spoilt for choice: The
Wilberforce Way, The Wolds Way and The Minster Way are just a few of the
walks that encompass the scenery of the Yorkshire Wolds.

5.25

The PDC highlights that “a well-integrated system of roads, paths and cycle
routes that encourages and allows for different types of movement creates an
efficient movement system – important for a vibrant, healthy, connected and
coherent town.” The design code encourages physical activity in daily life in
supporting a healthy local community. More opportunities for pedestrians
and cyclists to easily connect to local facilities, different parts of the town,
public open space and the countryside “reinforces walkability, bike-ability, better
health and wellbeing and a cleaner environment”.

5.26

The PDC promotes the concept of continuous “quieter routes” (see C5 below &
green arrows from the PDC) connecting into the centre (between the radial
routes) - joining up new development in a coherent and legible way to create a
framework of green routes and spaces will help to increase the connectivity and
improve the safety and experience of the environment of the town on foot/bike.
Likewise, it will reduce car journeys. Both the TCA and the PDC identify the
opportunity to create a “green grid” for Pocklington – linking up routes and
spaces that provide walking, cycling and recreational opportunities with open
space and ecological areas (see C3 below from the PDC/Figures 14 a & b)).

5.27

Over 90% of CSR respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that existing
cycling and walking networks in the town should be protected and extended and
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that transport development should use an approach which is sustainable,
integrated, convenient and safe. 96% of respondents either ‘Strongly Agree’
(77%) or ‘Agree’ (19%) that the layout of new housing developments should
contain well-connected street and path networks and give more opportunities for
people to safely and easily walk, cycle or use public transport. Pocklington is a
compact town which should enable people to walk and cycle to its facilities and
attractions.
5.28

Given Pocklington’s rural location the car will remain an important mode of
transport, the above findings though highlight opportunities (particularly for short
trips) for more people to walk, cycle and use public transport in the town –
improving the environment, reducing emissions, and supporting more active and
healthy lifestyles. The National Design Guide defines Walkable as “Local facilities
are within walking distance, generally considered to be no more than a 10-minute
walk (800m radius)”. This time/distance is also reflected in the CIHT Planning for
Walking guidance which sets out that most people will only walk if their
destination is less than a mile away. Connecting transport modes together
makes journeys more efficient and encourages residents, employees, and visitors
to use more sustainable transport options. Safe crossings across highways are
important for pedestrians and cyclists. It is also recognised that not everyone can
walk, cycle or catch a bus.

5.29

The location, design and layout
of new development needs to
encourage a shift from shorter car
journeys to walking and cycling
and maintain Pocklington’s
compactness, a key feature of
this small market town. In recent
years most of the new housing
built in Pocklington has been
delivered in the form of large
housing estates which generally
do not link up. Pedestrians and
cyclists are obliged to take the
same route that a car via the
main estate entry and along a
main road. Figure 15 shows
recent housing estates (in the
red lines), together with their
entry and egress points (green
blobs).

Figure 15 Pocklington housing estate boundaries,
points of entry and egress, and cycleways
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5.30

Buses will remain vital for people to sustainably get to jobs, services, education
and training and recreation, especially for those without access to a car. The
need for improved bus services was highlighted by the CSR. Better bus services
also have a key role to play in providing transport choice and helping to tackle
climate change.

5.31

The SDSPD explains the use of travel plans for new residential developments
and Policy 6 identifies measures that should be considered for Pocklington in
delivering the ERLP (Policy EC4).

Policy 6: Integrated and Sustainable Transport
A. Development proposals and infrastructure improvement projects should
maximise opportunities to improve and extend walking and cycling routes and
networks in the town (as identified in the Pocklington LCWIP) to improve and
extend direct, safe, convenient, and recognisable routes to connect different
parts of the town, local facilities, bus stops and green spaces.
B. Support the provision of quieter routes to the town centre and the creation of a
‘green grid’ for Pocklington – linking up routes and spaces that provide walking,
cycling and recreational opportunities with open space and ecological areas.
C. New development proposals should ensure that Pocklington remains a compact
and walkable town.
D. New and improved transport facilities and development proposals that enable
people to be able to use and change between different modes of travel,
especially walking, cycling and public transport, will be supported.
E. Development and public space proposals should support the increased use of
buses with site layouts configured to bring about an increase in the level of bus
use, with direct and attractive walking routes to bus stops.
F. Travel planning measures for new development that reduce the need to travel
and encourage a shift away from unnecessary vehicle use will be required and
supported, including local car share groups, incentives to access public
transport, space for cycle storage with new homes and information on walking
and cycling routes.
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5.32

Policy 7: Economy & Employment

The NPPF establishes that planning policies and decisions should help create the
conditions in which businesses can invest, expand, and adapt. ERLP objectives
include to grow, strengthen, modernise, and diversify the local economy,
including for towns such as Pocklington; to provide employment land in locations
which are accessible to the potential workforce; and to encourage a thriving and
sustainable tourism and visitor economy, enhancing the tourism accommodation
offer and making use of town centres. As a market town Pocklington has an
important economic role for the local community and its wider rural hinterland.
The 21CT identifies that:
“a 21st century town is one where its size, heritage, attractions, institutions,
culture and community are strengths which reinforce the local economy and
quality of life for residents. 21st century towns are places which have successfully
adapted to, and play an important role in, the modern economy – creating
opportunity for residents and businesses alike”.

5.33

Like many other towns Pocklington faces great challenges because of changing
shopping habits. Changing consumer trends and preferences are impacting retail
and local centres, as well as creating more demand for sustainable, local, and
authentic products and more experiential leisure activities. The ERLP TCRL
study (WYG Planning) identifies that:
“Pocklington is an attractive district centre, which is maintained to a high standard
and contains a range of historic buildings. The centre contains a reasonable level
of national operators for its size, along with a good range of independent
retailers……. Overall, Pocklington is considered to be a healthy centre.”

5.34

Market Place and part of Market Street are pedestrianised for the Tuesday
markets that fill these inter-connected public squares. The PDC identifies that
both sides of the squares host ground floor retail frontages with further retail
found along several pedestrianised lanes (i.e., ginnels/snickets) that radiate from
the squares. Occasional larger spaces have enabled cafes and restaurants to
have outdoor seating areas. The PDC describes that in the historic core “A finegrain mix of uses at ground floor level within a human scale plot pattern ensure
interest and variety that can attract the eye. Likewise, the design of the public
realm is key to creating a setting for all business fronts and market stalls”.

5.35

Enhancement and investment in the unusual series of interlocking squares in
the town centre will help to further attract local people and visitors to the shops
and facilities in the town. Keeping the town centre vibrant is important for
economic, social, and environmental reasons. Events, festivals, and activities will
remain important for increasing footfall and attracting people to the town centre.
The town centre should continue to diversify so whilst retail is a primary generator
of footfall, increasingly the social offer and community facilities and services can
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also provide a complementary attraction. As a market town Pocklington has an
important economic role for the local community and its wider rural hinterland.
•

99% of CSR respondents either ‘Strongly Agree’ (82%) or ‘Agree’ (17%) that
it is important for Pocklington to retain its retail, commercial and leisure
locations in the town centre.

•

The development of Pocklington’s town centre and the vibrancy of its
economy was identified as either ‘Very Important’ (75%) or ‘Important’ (20%)
by the community.

5.36

Evidence from parking surveys in the town and the 21CT study shows that there
is a high demand for parking spaces on weekdays in Pocklington. Responses to
open-ended questions in the CSR contained 636 comments asking for better
parking provision. Parking is felt to be seen as an issue in part because the town
has no identifiable "visitors car park" that can be signposted as such, instead it
has a collection of small car parks plus significant amounts of roadside parking.

5.37

East Riding of Yorkshire Council has commissioned a review of car parking
arrangements within Pocklington town centre to review current, and future needs
of vehicle parking for residents, workers, and visitors to the town. This is in
response to a Pocklington Town Centre Recovery Plan produced by The Retail
Group in summer 2021. Parking has been identified as needing improvement,
especially at peak times. The results of the survey and review will inform future
approaches. The adequate provision of accessible parking spaces is important,
particularly for people who are unable to walk, cycle or catch a bus to access and
use services and facilities in the town centre.

5.38

92% of respondents to the CSR either ‘Strongly Agree’ (63%) or ‘Agree’ (29%)
that ‘Development of the Industrial Estate to assist existing businesses and
encourage new businesses’ should be supported. Qualitative survey comments
also highlight the importance of the Industrial Estate to Pocklington. Discussions
between the steering group and companies on the Pocklington Industrial Estate
in early 2020 highlighted that businesses on the Industrial Estate are active and
some are seeking more land and space. The ELR identifies that the industrial
estate comprises a former airfield which is already the home to over 66
businesses and that the site has been developed out over the last 30 years. A
large element of the occupiers are locally based. The ELR summarises that there
are a number of plots remaining in this location, as well as allocated expansion
land in the ERLP to the east and west which will meet localised need.

5.39

The Town’s location on the edge of the Wolds makes it an attraction for walkers,
cyclists, and holiday explorers, who are serviced by local caravan parks, holiday
cottages, hotels, and similar facilities. A priority for the East Riding Economic
Development Strategy is to support growth in the tourism sector - to develop
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and diversify the tourism offer including by capitalising on the potential of the
area's market towns, wildlife, rural landscapes, and waterways. The town’s
location and immediate and wider environment provides the basis for a strong
green tourism offer.
High quality communications connectivity allows access to online services, builds
businesses, improves educational opportunities, supports working from home and
enables people to keep in touch with family and friends. Residents, businesses, and
organisations are more reliant than ever on a fast and reliable network
connection. The expansion of next generation mobile technology (such as 5G) and
full fibre broadband connections should be supported. Pocklington’s digital
infrastructure must be able to support rapid increase in fixed internet and mobile
data ‘traffic’ so that residents and businesses can make full use of digital services
and benefit from participation in the digital economy. 21CT highlights those digital
technologies are changing the way the economy work. In terms of new housing
development ‘fibre links to internet’ were rated as either ‘Very Important’ or
‘Important’ (82%) in the CSR.

Policy 7: Economy and Employment
A. A vibrant mix of uses should be supported in the town centre as a focus for uses
and activities that generate footfall, attract people to the town centre and provide
active frontages - in keeping with the character and trading heritage of the historic
core of the market town.
B. Improvements to the town centre will be supported, particularly for its historic
multi-functional squares and public realm, so that the town centre continues to be
an attractive, accessible, and sustainable place for people and activity, including
the market, and limiting the negative impact of motor vehicles.
C. The West Green and Railway Station (front and rear) off-street public parking
areas should be safeguarded, and their capacity maintained – their
redevelopment should only be permitted if it can be shown that the car park has
insufficient demand, or the loss is part of a wider proposal to improve parking
provision in the town. (See policies map)
D. The provision of additional areas for coach parking will be supported.
E. Employment land and uses at Pocklington Industrial Estate should be
safeguarded so that the estate and business park continue to be the main
employment site for the town and its wider rural hinterland.
F. Improvements to the town’s tourist and visitor facilities, attractions,
accommodation, and infrastructure will be supported.
G. Connections to high quality communications infrastructure should be designed as
an integral part of new developments, including provision of ducting for cabling
and for mobile connectivity, with the effective use made of public spaces/realm to
accommodate mobile digital infrastructure.
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Policy 8: Community & Leisure

5.41

The NPPF guards against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services,
particularly if this would reduce the community’s ability to meet its day-to-day
needs. The ERLP Place Statement supports the role of facilities and attractions
in the town, and the various sports and recreational facilities, in continuing to
serve residents and attract visitors to the town, making it a centre for tourism and
a gateway to the Wolds.

5.42

Pocklington’s community facilities are an asset for local residents, nearby
communities, visitors and tourists and community activities are an important part
of life in Pocklington, with much to choose from. 89% of respondents to the CSR
felt it was either ‘Very Important’ or ‘Important’ to support the town’s leisure and
cultural activities and the development of the town as a tourist destination. Burnby
Hall Gardens and the Pocklington Arts Centre were by far the most cited good
features of the town. Pocklington Canal was also mentioned as an asset. Policy 8
identifies amenities that are significant in the town, recognising that other amenity
will also be important to local people:

5.43

•

Burnby Hall Gardens, home to a National Collection of over eighty varieties
of Hardy Water Lilies and host to different events/festivals during the year.

•

Pocklington Arts Centre, a thriving arts and cultural hub since hosting live
music, theatre & comedy events, exhibitions, workshops, and a cinema.

•

Pocklington Canal head & the northern section of the canal, providing
access to this rural waterway flowing to the River Derwent and as an
important recreational, heritage and wildlife asset for a wider area.

•

Pocklington Airfield enables many people to experience gliding, the
runways provide the only site in the north of England with the capacity to
host national gliding competitions and local footpaths & the clubhouse are
used by the local community.

•

Pocklington Leisure Centre (Francis Scaife) has a modern gym, sports
hall, swimming pool and exercise classroom, suitable also for meetings.

•

Pocklington Pocela Centre hosts Pocklington library enabling residents to
take part in groups, events, children’s activities, get online for free and talk to
a ERYC advisor at the customer services centre.

•

Sports and recreational facilities – a wide range of sports clubs including
for rugby, football, cricket, tennis & bowls are located in Pocklington

Pocklington has many valued open spaces. These benefit the health of
residents and the character of the town’s environment. Policy 6 highlights the
opportunity for a ‘green grid’ for Pocklington, linking up open spaces and
ecological areas. The East Riding of Yorkshire Open Space Area Supply Report
(OSAS) 2020 compares the provision of open space in Pocklington against the
council’s open space standards for seven categories of open space. The town
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5.44

•

has a surplus of open space for Allotments, Amenity Green Space. Young
People’s Recreation Play, Outdoor Playing Pitches Outdoor and Parks &
Ornamental Gardens and

•

a shortfall of open space for Young People’s Equipped Play Space and
Natural and Semi-Natural Green Spaces (nearly 12 hectares)

99% of respondents to the CSR reported that it was either ‘Very Important’ (92%)
or ‘Important’ (7%) that green spaces in the town are protected - 90% wanted the
amount to be increased. West Green is already protected as a Village Green
(through the Common Land Acts) and by the Fields in Trust (formerly the National
Playing Fields Association) as a Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field designated to
mark the Golden Jubilee. The NPPF supports the designation of land as Local
Green Space through local and neighbourhood plans – opportunities in
Pocklington are assessed and identified in the table below.

Table 3: Local Green Space Assessment
Site &
Location

Characteristics

Proximity to the
community

Local
significance

Area
(Ha)

Landowner/

Denison
Play area and
Road
green space
Play Area

Located on
Denison Road

Important
local area for
younger
children

0.25

ERYC

First
World
War
Memorial

War memorial
and gardens

Located in the
centre of the
town.

Only green
space in town

0.01

Private
ownership
partly
maintained by
PTC

Jubilee
Gardens

Stream and
green space

Located on
London Street
and close to
Bridge St flats

Important
green space
and

0.83

ERYC

The Oval

Green Space
and Play Area
for children

Located in the
middle of a
social housing
estate

Important
play area and
recreational
open space.

0.78

ERYC

Primrose
Wood

Wooded area

Adjacent to
Burnby Lane
with a spur
linking it to The
Balk

It is the only
accessible
woodland in
Pocklington
and is part of
one of the
green
corridors.

2.9

Some parts are
owned by
ERYC and
others by
Burnby Hall
Gardens &
Museum Trust

Of the Site

maintenance
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Victoria
Road

0.45 ERYC
Central location Important
ownership
play area in
to the north of
the town centre this part of
ERYC/PTC
and close to the town
maintenance
junior school
5.45 Natural features and open spaces also play an important role in flood risk
management, as part of sustainable urban drainage systems which are important
for Pocklington. School playing field provide an important recreational and
greenspace resource for the town.
Green Space
and Play Area
for children
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Policy 8: Important Community Amenities
A.

B.

C.

Development proposals that would result in either the loss of, or have a
significant adverse effect on, an identified important community amenity will not
be supported unless it can be clearly demonstrated that its continued use is no
longer viable, or it is no longer required by the community, or equivalent or better
alternative provision in terms of quantity and quality and in an equally suitable
location in Pocklington, can be provided.
7B

The following amenities have been identified as being an important community
amenity:
i.
Burnby Hall Gardens
ii.
Pocklington Arts Centre
8B

iii.
iv.

Pocklington Canal head
Pocklington Airfield

v.
vi.
vii.

Pocklington Leisure Centre (Francis Scaife)
Pocklington Pocela Centre
Sports and recreational facilities

Proposals that improve the quality and/or range of community facilities to meet an
identified need, particularly those for young people, will be supported.
9B

D. The town’s existing open spaces should be safeguarded and the provision of
additional space and links between open spaces will be supported.
E.

The following areas, as shown on the Policies Map, are designated as Local
Green Spaces and new development will not be supported:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

Denison Road Play Area
First World War Memorial
Jubilee Gardens
Primrose Wood
The Oval
Victoria Road
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SECTION 6: DELIVERING THE PLAN
6.1

The PNP policies will be used in determining planning applications, as part of the
statutory Development Plan. Infrastructure and public realm improvements and
land management practices, will also have an important bearing on achieving the
plan’s objectives and policies. The Town Council will seek to ensure that the
PNP policies are taken into account by:
•
•
•
•

6.2

In terms of monitoring, evidence base updates/studies for the East Riding Local
Plan, along with the Authority Monitoring Report will over time provide information
on levels of housing and affordable homes being built, the health of the town
centre including footfall and vacancy rates, and the take up of land at the industrial
estate, amongst other issues. The Town Council does not have the capacity to
monitor the implementation of the Plan’s policies, but the following actions can be
considered in the future as ways of more broadly assessing the impact of the PNP:
•
•
•

6.3

Providing comments to ERYC as a consultee on planning applications being
determined by ERYC as the local planning authority
Seeking to work with ERYC and developers from the outset with planning
applications for housing sites and other major development proposals
Promoting land management practices that benefit biodiversity
Supporting town bus services

Undertaking further community surveys, and comparing the results
Reviewing the level of objections/support for planning applications by
Pocklington Town Council and by residents & businesses.
Evaluating completed developments to assess the extent to which the PNP
policies and the Pocklington Design Code have been considered

The PNP and key documents such as the Pocklington Design Guide and the
Community Survey Report provide important information, insights and guidance
for developers to consider in the planning process. Before planning applications
are submitted and as development proposals are being drawn up applicants and
scheme promoters and their teams should:
•
•
•
•

adopt a design-led approach underpinned by good design principles and
reflecting a thorough site context assessment and area appraisal
consider the "whole town" level in area appraisals to avoid creating pockets
of development with poor interconnectivity to the rest of the town
reflect the requirements of PNP policies and the Pocklington Design Code in
Design and access statements (submitted with planning applications)
develop travel plans for new developments and work closely with ERYC, the
Town Council and bus operators to secure sustainable transport measures
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